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Mr. ARCHER proposed a verbal correction 
which was concurred in, and the amendment was 
adopted. 

Another verbal amendment was also adopted. 
The bill was then reported back to the Senate, and 
the amendments were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, as amenc- 
ed, for a third reading. 


NAVY RATIONS. 

The bill to establish and regulate navy rations 
was then taken up, as in committee of the whole, 
and read. 

Mr. BAYARD moved some verbal amend- 
ments, W.:.ch were adopted. He also moved to in- 
sert “‘saur kraut,” afier ‘* vegetables,” which, too, 
was adopted. 

The bill was reported back to the Senate, and 
the amendments were concurred in. It was then 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

PURSERS IN THE NAVY. 

The bill to regulate the pay and emoluments of 
pursers in the navy was then taken up, as in com- 
mittee of the whole, and read. 

Sundry amendments, proposed by the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, were aiso read. 

Mr. WOODBURY called fur some explanation. 

Mr. ARCHER explained that the object of the 
Committee on Naval Affairs was to reduce the pro- 
posed salaries of pursers named in the bill. 

The CHAIR read the proposed salaries of the 
original bill, and the amendments. 

Mr. WILLIAMS explained the principles on 
which the bill was founded. All the pay received 
by pursers from the treasury was now about $600; 
their principal compensation was derived froin the 
sailors. The emoluments of a purser ina ship of the 
line varied from nine to ten thousand dollars; and 
in the smallest vessels, from two to three thousand 
dollars. It was a taxon the sailors of aboat $10 
each. It makes the purser obnexious to complaints 
made by the nen against him, and places him at 
the mercy of the commaxder. No purser is per- 
mitted to furnish the sailors with ar'icles, without 


the autherity of the commanding officer. To get 
his good will, the purser is often induced 
to do things not justifiable in the service. Some- 


times the commander has required loans, of 
as much as $5,000 at a time, from the purser. 
If such a requestis cenied, he is subject to petty 
tyranny during the voyage. There are other 
anomalies, which it is the object of the bill to cor- 
rect. We now pay to 64 pursers some $30,000; 
and, by this bill, we shall pay them about $130,000. 
We have in the navy from nine to ten thousand 
sailors: each now pays $10 as a tax to the purser— 
amounting, in the whele service, to $100,000, and 
making the difference proposed to be paid by the 
Government. The question is, whether the sailors 
or the Government shall pay the pursers. By the 
law just about to be passed, the purser’s profit will 
be cut off from articles of necessity—such as tea, 
coffee, and sugar—which are to be supplied by the 
Government. ‘The difference is matle up by with- 
holding some of the spirit rations. We must pay 
the purser some compensation. There are other 
items to be furnished by the Government. The ef- 
fect will b> to relieve the sailur, and put the pur- 
ser’s compensation on the treasury. It is stated 
that, unless we improve the condilion of the sailor, 
we cannot man our fleets. The first step is to in- 
crease his comferta. 

He believed ours was the only service in which 
the compensation of the purser was made a tax on 
the sailor. The per centage received by the purser 
is an inducement to him to pay the highest price for 
the articles he isto supply. It is a subject of com- 
plaint among seamen that they are compelled to 
pay the highest price for everyihing they consume. 

It was objected that the bill makes the Govern- 
ment purchase all necessaries, and places them at 
the contro! of the purser for distribution. He read 
A list of the things supplied by pursers, at present, 
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on their own account. If this bill becomes a law, 


these articles are to be purchased by the United 
States, and delivered to the purser for distribution. 
He understood the practice to be, if a chip is 
ready to go to sea, the purser has te furnish a Jist 
cf the articles required; and, on his requisition, 
money is given him to procure them; and 
when he returns, he accounts for the money. 
By this bill, a different arrangement is proposed; 
but there will be no more danger of the Govern- 
ment suffering, than there isnow. It is the opinion 
of the depariment and of the committee that this 
arrangement wi!l be a great improvement. 


As to the question of the propriety of the sums 
fixed upcn by the committee for the compensation 
of pursers, it would be for the Senate to decide. 
This has been the subject cf consideration since 
1635. In 1832 a bill was reported by the Sena- 
tor from Virgivia, proposing a ra‘e of compensa- 
tion muck higher than that now recommended. 
A portion was to be in salary, and another in 
commission on the articles of consumption. 

The committee think the plan they recommend 
more consonant with our system of government. 
He contrasted the raies of remuneration proposed 
by the bill of 1838 with those of the present bill, 
with a view of showing that the present proposi- 
lion was much more economical. A ship of the 
liue, with one thousand men, would yicld the 
purser $10,000, under the bill of 1838; but, under 
this bill, be would get only $3,500. There would 
bea loss, in a long vovage, to the purser, who, in 
a ship of the line, has cha:ge of the disbursement 
of from fifty to one hundred thousand dollars a 
year. It was hardaiy expec! that the 
parser cou manage so much property without 
‘oss. Tne committee think he ought to have zome 
compensation. The commander gets $4,000. The 
purser of such a ship must be a man of superior 
qualities. The committee have thought it just and 
necessary to put his pay a litle below thar of the 
commander, which acceou ts for the pr-sos tion of 
$3.500 fer his remune ‘Taey kad, also, al- 
lowed him «clerk, asinmuispensable. Mr. W. ex- 
plained, in the same «*y, the propositions of the 
committee in relation to ihe pursers for smaller 
vessels; #>d also in relation to those to be resident 
atthe naval :i2tions and receiving vessels, and on 
Sleamships. 


He thouyht the pursers would not be paid be- 
yond their services and responsibilities. It would 
be a great relics (0 seamen to be exemp:-i from 
the tax to pursers. It was with great difficulty that 
saliors could be obtaiued for our navy. A great 
portion of them at present was made up of foreign- 
ers—a sysiem he would be glad to see correcied. 

Mr. WOODGURY observed both of the objects 
in this bill were, in his view, commendable. The 
first one, which contemplated the improvement of 
the naval ration, and, in that way, the increase of 
the sailor’s comforts, had bis unqualified approval. 
His only regret was, that it had not gone further, 
and abolished entirely the spirit part of the ration, 
instead of merely lessening it; and substituting in 
part only, rather than in full, what was more 
healthy and moral in its tendency. 

In respect io the other portion of the bill—the 
pay of pursers—more difficulty existed; but siill 
his inclination was to make a change similar to 
that proposed in the bill. 

Two grave questions, however, arose in the con- 
f the matter. One was, the proper 


ssible to 


sideration of 
scale and amount of salary; and the other, by 
what mode, if any, the Government was to be in- 
demnified for paying the purser more, and taking 
on itself the responsibilities and risk as to several 
articles, heretofore assumed by him. The laiter 
had heretofore been paymaster for the Govern- 
ment, and a sort of commissaria', as well as a mer- 
chant on his own account—dealing with the sail- 
ors for private gain. Now, bis duties were in- 
tended to be entirely public. The Government 
was to become the merchant, Jn such case, it was 
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certainly proper, and a chief object in the change, 
to relieve the seaman from the 20 to 50 per cent. 
on the cost of the articles, which, it had ben sta- 
ted in the debate, had often heretofore been co!- 
lected from him by the purser. Mr. W. thought if 
any per cent. was to be charged on the goods, as 
the bill contemplated, for wastage, &c., it should 
not be over ten or fifteen per cest., ins'ead of the 
former large amount;—certainly not over enough 
to cover actual loss, and some of the additivnal pay 
to the purser, instead of his old profits. Perhaps 
enough, or nearly enough, might thus be obtained 
to remunerate the Government for its new duties 
and risk, as well as payments; and, at the same time, 
to relieve the sailor from a large part of the high 
charges to which he has heretofore been exposed. 
The object will be not to impose any more addi- 
tional burden on the treasury than can be avoided, 
and to impose no pew one whatever on the sea- 
man, but exonerate him froma portion of the old 
ones. The sailor will then have in his ration seve- 
ral articles he had before to pay separately for-— 
such as tea, or coffee, and sugar. And he will be 
compelled to buy nothing else beyond his own 
wishes; and, when buying, will be shielded from 
paying so high and se irregular prices as have 
heretofore been complained of. 

Whether ail this can be effected, and the best 
mode tor attempting it, had, perhaps, better be con- 
sidered in full Senate, and on further examination. 
He, therefore, would move a postponement till to- 
morrow. 

There was a mistake in supposing that the differ- 
ence of pay in the navy and the commercial ma- 
rice created the present difficulty in procuring a 
full supply of seamen. On the contrary, when 
prompt.) paid, and humanely treated in the navy, 
sailors generally preferred it to the merchant ser- 
vice. They had better medical attendance whea 
sic!s, and pensions when disabled; and there was 
an honest pride in wearing the insignia of their 
country, and serving under its public flag. It was 
reg: {as an honor; and justly so. But the diffi- 
culty lay deeper. Our commercial marine had 
great'y increased in the last ten years; and the 
g-owtu of our tonnage there had created a large 
additional demand for seamen in the domestic, as 
wil as forc'gn trade. At the same time, the navy 
‘ad been sc augmented recently, as to require nine 
or ten thousand seamen, instead of only five. This 
was the true source of most of the difficulty. 

M:. CALHOUN concurred with the Senator 
from New Hampshire, and suggested whether it 
would net be advisable to lay on asmall per centage 
to remunerate the Government for its expenditure. 

Mr. ARCHER would defer to the suggesiions of 
the two Senators to postpone the further considera- 
tionof the bill. He regretted, however, that the 
very able exposé of the Senator from Maine would 
be Jost, unless that Senator would consent to restate 
his views when the bill comes up again. He wished 
the two Senators [Mr. Woopzsury and Mr. Cat- 
HouN] would dismiss frem their minds the idea of 
putting a per centage on the sailors. 

Mr. WOODBURY had only suggested that it 
might be a matter of consideration whether a small 
per centage should not be put on the artieles con- 
sumed. 

Mr. ARCHER said the Naval Committee of the 
House would sit to-morrow. He would ask that 
the bills ordered to be engrosted for a third reading 
might be now read, tha: they could go to the House 
to-morrow. 

Mr. WOODBURY moved to pass over the bill 
under discussion; which was concurred in, and it 
was informally passed by. 


NAVAL BILLS. 


The following bills, being engrossed, were read 
the third time, and passed: 

An aet respecting furloughs in the naval cerviee. 

An act to regulate the appointment and pay of 
the engineers in the naval service. 

Anactto provide for the establishment of ¢ 
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school of instruction ip ‘the naval service of the 
Un. ed Siates. 

An rei to prescribe the number of professcrs of 
ma heimatics in the navy of the United States, 
Was taken up as in committee of the whole, on 
amendm the Committee on Naval 


proposed by 


Affait Zz awendments were considered and 
adopied. The was then reported to the Sen- 
ale; ‘be auiendmeuts were concurred in; and the 
bill, being engrossed according to order, was read 
ihe pone a , aud passed 


' 


ON ‘TES STED ELECTIONS. 


The bill from the House entitled An act to reg- 
ulate the taking of testimony in cases of contested 
elsciions, was taken from the table, and read the 
first time, and ordered to a second reading; and, 
the question now being, Shall the bill be reada 
Second time, witha view to is reference? — 

Mr. WALKER said this was a bill which was 


intenced to dsfranchise some four or five States 
iA the oreanizstion of the next House of Rep- 
reseniatives, apd as it required the unanimous 
constant of the S nate to permit its second reading 
to-(lay, he weuld cbject. The bill will conse- 
quenily have its second reading to-morrow. 

House bi ied An act explanatory of an act 
entitled An act to constituie Stonington, Mystic 
River, and Paweatvck, a new collection diatrict, 


was taken up, and read twice; and, 

On wetion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, who ex- 
plained thet the bill was introduced merely to cor- 
rect an eiior in the previous bill, it was considered 
as in Corsmittee of the whole, reported to the Sen- 
ate, read a thud time, and passed. 

The joint resolution to authcrize the distribution 
of the Catalogues of the Library of Congress, was 
taken up on iis third reading, 

Mr. KING said that (be catalogues proposed to 
be distribnted were valveiess. Buthe looked upon 
it AS au enteriug-wedge to a further distribution of 
books to members of Congress; and to save the 
priveiple of iefusal to disiribute, he moved the in- 
definite postponement of the resolution. The ques- 
tion was put, and the motion was agreed to. 

Oa mouon ot Mr. SEVIER, the bill granting a 
pension to Mary Johnson was taken up, considered 
us ia commiitee of the whole, and finally passed. 

On mo'ion, the Sena‘e then adjourned. 


—- — 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
‘1uespay, August 9, 1842, 

Mr TiiOMPSON of Mississippi presented the 
retition of Joss oh B. Fields, of Mississippi, pray- 
ing Congres to "Ooh firm to him the sale of certain 
jands therein named; which was referred to the 
Committee cx Public Lands. 

Mr. THOS. W. WILLIAMS, by gencrai con- 
sent, invvduced a bill explanatory of the act enti- 
led An act to constitute the ports of Stonington, 
Mystc River, znd Paweatuck, into a collection dis- 
trict: read twice, and ordered to be engrossed; and 


then, by general conseat, read the third time, and 
pas ed. 

Mr. C J. INGERSOLL asked leave to submit 
tue foliuowing fe lution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed to com- 
municate to this House, at the beginning of the next session 
of Congress, the number of all persons who have applied 


throuzhout th e - ates, for the benefit of the bankrupt 
act; the number of all oo been finally discharged under 
it; distinguishing each a licial district, the amount of debts 


petitioned against, the amount of property surrendered, the 
eXpenses alien ving (he proceedings in bankruptcy, the number 
of Commissioners appointed, the number of dayson which the 
jueges have held their sessions concerning it, and the amount 
of funde remaining in charge of assignees or other persons ju- 
dicially intrusted with them. 


Mr. MORGAN objected. 
Mr. INGERSOLL meved to suspend the rules, 
but the motion was rejected. 
Mr. WM. COST JOiLNSON of Maryland pre- 
sented the following memorial: 
To the honoratle the Senate and 
Hoi f Re sentatives of the United States: 


The subscribers, citizens of the United States, and resident 
p 


in the Sta i sylivania, by this their memoria! respecttul- 
ly represent: ‘That hough our nation is in full possession of 
health, peac., aud abundant harvests, we are far from the en. 
joyment of that happiness which is the only proper object of 
enlightened legislauon. Our present distress arises from the 


non- fulfilment of contracts; extending from those of some of 
our mostimportant sovereign States down to the smallest en- 
gagem:nts of obscure individuals; and this hy no means 
through lac k of value in possession, but from want of that ir 


a 





D which aa ehitantions are Sictimcaniie, viz:—ready money. 
And we declare it as our firm belief, before God and our coun- 
try, that honest debts cannot be paid—noble industry is turned 
idle—private faith is broken up—and public credit is perish- 
ing—solely for want of a PROPER CURRENCY 

A sufficient currency we cannot have by coin; a sound cur- 
rency we cannot have without a proper basis; this basis may 
be found in the due appropriation of a small portion of the im- 
mense and unvalued national domain. 


The public lands now unseld have been estimated, at Gov- 
ernment price, to be worth §2,000,000,000; we ask, for the pres 
ent, anticipation of only one-tenth pat of this vast property, by 
the creation of $200,000,000 of national stock, at such interest 
as shall at once command capital at par; and the immediate dis- 
tribution of this stock among the States, Territories, and the 
District of Columbia, by equitable allotment, viz 


For each Senator $1,000,000; this will appropriate $52,000,- 
000—leaving the balance to be divided or the basis of represen- 
tation, as follows: Assuming a Representative for the District 
of Columbia, and one, also, for each of the Territories, we shall 
have $600,000 for each Representative, and a fractional balance 
of the whoie of $400,000, which bal: ance might be divided equal- 
ly between the three Territories and the District of Columbia, 
and the allotment would then stand thus: 


District of Columbia, $700,000 Delaware - $2.600,000 
Florida 700,000 Maryland 6,800,000 
Wisconsin 700,000 Virginia = 14,600,000 
lowa 700,000 North Carolina 9,800,000 
Michigan 2,600,000 South Carolina - 7,400,000 
Arkansas 2. 600,000 Georgia - - 7,400,000 
Maine - 6.800,000) Kentucky 9,800,000 
New Hamp shire - 5,000,000 Tennessee - 9.800.000 
Vermont 5,000,000 Ohio - 13.400,0900 
Massachusetts - 9200,000 Louisiana 3,800. 000 
Rhode Island 3.200.000 Alabama -»* 5,000,000 
Connecucut 5.600.000 Indiana 6 200,000 
New York 26,000,000 Tilinois 3 800.000 
Inew Jersey - 5,600,000 Mississippi - 3,200,000 
Pennsylvaula -)3,800,000 Missouri 3,200,000 


200 000.000 














In order to secure full confidence in the above as an invest 
ment, we recommend an unconditional pledging of the avails 


of actual sales of the pubdlic lands for the regular redemption of 
this stock, and a sufficient increase of duties on foreign mer- 
chandise toensure payment of the interest with rigorous punc- 
tually. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland moved to refer 
this memorial to a select committee, and cailed for 
the ycas and nays; but they were not ordered. 

Mr. JOHNSON called for the reading of the me- 
morial, and it was read. 

Mr. MORGAN observed, that several memorials 
of this character had been referred to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, and he would move to 
refer it to that committee. 

Mr. C. BROWN said that he had no objection 
to this memorial taking the usual legislative course, 
by a reference to the Committee of Ways and 
Means; but he was opposed to maxing it a special 
case, by sending it toa select committee. He re- 
joiced that these memorialists had not found a 
Representative from Pennsylvania on that floor 
who would come forward and ask Congress to as- 
sist his State in paying her debts. Though Penn- 
sylvania was temporarily embarrassed, he, as one 
of her Representatives, protested against any one’s 
asking this Congress to assist her. She was able 
io pay her own debts, and was now providing the 
means to do so. 

The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania that the question was on the refer- 
ence of the memorial. 

Mr. BROWN said that he was speaking to the 
question of reference. He was advocating the 
r-ierence to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and showing why this memorial should take the 
general course of legislation, instead of a special 
one, as moved by the gentleman from Maryland. 
If the memoria! was sent toa select commitiee, it 
would appear as if a special favor was asked for 
the State of Pennsylvania, by taking it out of the 
genera! course of legislation; and it would be re- 
ported on in reference to that State. 

He was opposed to it. His State asked no spe- 
cial legiclation in her favor, and he trusted in God 
she never would. She was in debt, but she was 
able to pay her debts, and would never come to 
this Congress to be relieved, which was involving 
her day after day in deeper debt. For one, he said 
that his State had provided the ways and means to 
meet her debts, and she would probably be sooner 
relieved from the difficulties in which she was in- 
volved than the General Government. He did 
not know who these Pennsylvanians were that the 
memorial came from, but he trusted that they 
would find no Pennsylvanian here to advocate their 
petition. 

Mr. TOLAND asked if his colleage would say 
that he would not present such a petition. 
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Mr. Cc . BROWN repli ed that he would not ad- 
vocate any special legislation in a case like this, 
He was willing that the memorial should take a 
general course, but he was cpposed to a reference 
to a select commiitee, 

Mr. TOLAND said that - 
answered his question. He wau 
colleague would refuse to present such a petition. 

Mr. C. BROWN said | — Du) noi present such 
a petition and advocate it, and ask for special legis- 
la'ion for his State. He was willis, as he said 
before, that it should take the usual course; and he 
would aik his colleague, mm his turn, if a2 would 
come forward and ask for spec al 'egi latior to re- 
lieve his State from her de bis. THe would present 
auy petition that was respect:ul, but he would not 
aivoeate it if he disapproved ils prayer; nor would 
he ask for special legislation for it. He putitto 
his colleague whether he woul! ask for special 
legislation in such a case as this. 

Mr. TOLAND observed that, whether he would 
advocate such a petition or not, was not now the 
question. His mind was made up on the subject, 
and he was not in favor of an assumpiion of the 
debts of the States by the Feceral Government. 
He thought the iime bad not arriyed for the as- 
sumption of the State debis—we had not yet ar- 
rived at that crisis in the state of our affairs. He 
thought that Pennsylvania was able to pay her 
debts, and in time to get out of all her difficulties, 
He had himself, under the late rule of the House, 
laid on the Cilerk’s table several memorials of the 
sume character as the onc be‘ore them, and had 
them referred to the Commitee of Ways and 
Means. 

After some remarks in favor of the reference to 
a selectcommittee, Mr. JO:INSON called for the 
previous question; which was seconded by the 
House. 

And the main question being ordered, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the whole 
subject on the table; which motion was carried— 
yeas 166, nays 76. 

Mr. FILLMORE offered a resolution calling 
upon the Secretary of the Treasury to inform the 
House what amount of money has been received 
as duties on imports since the 30th of June last, 
ciscriminating between the amount received on 
bonds becoming ve tince that period, and the du- 
ties actually paid since that time. 

Mr. J. COOPER called for the orders of the 
day. 

Mr. HUBARD moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the bill for the payment of the Iowa 
militia was passed yesterday. The motion was 
entered. 

The reports made yesterday from the committees 
of conference on the army bills were committed to 
the Commitiee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The order of the day for the morning hour was 
then taken up, being the report of the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, which has cccupied the morning 
hour fer some days past. 

Mr. PROFFIT was entitled to the floor; and he 
continued and concluded the speech which he com- 
menced on Saturday last, in vindication of the 
Secretary of War. 

Mr. CUSHING next obtained the floor; and as 
he rose to speak, there was a rush of members into 
the body of the House, and of strangers into the 
gallery, which was immediately accounted for by 
the appearance of Joun Tycen, jr , esq. below the 
bar, at 27 minutes past 11 o’clock, with a variety 
of messages from the Presidentof the United 
States ; among which, Veto No. IV was expected. 
He announced several bills to which the President 
of the United Siates had given his sanction, and 
added: “I am also ins!ructed by the President of 
the United States to deliver to the House of Rep- 
resentatives a message inwriting.” The messages 
were delivered to the Speaker; and when the mes- 
senger had retired, 

Mr. CUSHING proceeded with his remarks on 
the order ef the day. 

Mr. W.C. JOHNSON rose (after Mr. Cusnine 
had proceeded for some minutes) to ‘ta constitu- 
tional point of order.” 

Mr. PROFFIT. The message has not been re- 
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ceived by the House; and it is not the Veto Mes- 
sage, I presume. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON continued. He con- 
tended that the message just received should take 
precedence of ail oiler business. 

Mr.S. MASON. Why, it is said the “Ditto” 
has nol come. 

Mr. CUSHING persisted in retaining the floor; 
and said he did not intend to yield it until his time 
had expired. He then continued with his remarks, 
in reply to the speech of his colleague, [Mr. 
Apams,} delivered on this subject some days eg-. 

Mr. FILLMORE rose when Mr. Cusnine re- 
signed the floor, and inquired whether the morning 
hour had not expired? 

Mr. PROFFIT. There are ten minutes yet. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved the previous question 
on the subject which had just occupied the atten- 
tion of the House, but not with the view of having 
it taken now—the morning hour being so near its 
expiration; and, as there was a desire to hear the 
message read, which rumor said was on the ta- 
ble. 

Mr. CARUTHERS hoped the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Fittmore] would withdraw bis 
motion, as he (Mr. C.) wished to say a few words 
in reply. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he would assent, if the 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Carorsen:] 
would renew the motion when he had spoken. 

Mr. CARUTHERS promised to do so. 

Mr. FILLMORE repeated that rumor said there 
was a message on the table, which was of some 
importance; and the House was anxious to know 
what it was. He moved that it be read. 

The SPEAKER anounced “A message from 
the President of the United States; and he handed 
it to the Clerk, who read the following 

MESSAGE. 
To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

It is with unfeigaed regret that I find myself un- 
der the necessity of returning to the House o; Rep- 
resentatives, with my objections, a bill enti'led 
“An actto provide revenue from imporis, and to 
change and modify existing laws imposing duties 
on imports, and for other purposes.” Nothing can 
be more painful to any individual called upon to 
perform the chief executive duties under our lim- 
ited Constitution, than to be constrained to with- 
bold his assent from an important measure adopted 
by the Legislature. Yet he would neither fulfil 
the high purposes of his station, nor consult the 
true interests or the sclemn will of the people—ihe 
common constiluents of both branches of the Gov- 
ernment—by vielding his well-considered, most 
deeply fixed, and repeatedly declared opinions, on 
matiers of great public concernment, to those of a 
co-ordinate department, without requesting that de- 
partment seriously to re-examine the subject of 
their difference. The exercise of «ome independ- 
ence of judgment in regard to all aes of legisia- 
tion, is plainly implied iu the responsibility of ap- 
proving them. At all times a duty, it becemes a 
peculiarly solemn and impres-ive one when the 
subjects passed upon by Congress happen to in- 
volve, as in the present instance, the most moment- 
ous issues; to affect variously the various parts of 
a great country; and to have given rise, in all quar- 
ters, to such aconflict of opinions as to render it 
impossible to ecnjecture, with any certainty, on 
which side the majority really is. Surely, if the 
pause for reflection intended by the wise authors 
of the Constitution, by teferring the subject back 
to Congress for reconsideraiion, be ever expedient 
and necessary, it is in precisely such a case as the 
present. 

On the subject of distributing the proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands, in the existing state of 
the finances, it has been my duty to make known 
my settled convictions on various occasions du- 
ring the present session of Congress. At the open- 
ing of the extra session, upwards of twelve moaths 
ago, sharing fully in the general bope of returning 
prosperity and credit, 1 recommended such a distri- 
bution; but that recommendation was even then ex- 
pressly coupled with the candition that the daties on 
imports should not exceed the rate of 20 per cent. 
provided by the compromise act of 1833. These 
hopes were not a little encouraged, and these views 
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strengthened, by the report of Mr. Ewing, then 
Secretary of the Treasury, which was shortly there- 
after Jaid before Congress, in which he recom- 
mended the imposition of duties at the rate of 20 
per cent. ad valorem on all free articles, with speci- 
fied exceptions; and stated, “if this measure be 
adopted, there will be received into the treasury 
from customs, in the last quarter of the present 
year, (1841,) $5,300,000; in all of the year 1842, 
about $22,500 000; and in the year 1843, after the 
final reduction under the act of March 2, 1833, 
about $20,800,000;” and adds, ‘it is believed that, 
after the heavy expenditures required by the pub- 
lic service in the present year shall have been pro- 
vided for, the revenue which will accrue from that, 
or a earl’ proximate rate of duty, will be suffi- 
cient to detray the expenses of the Government, 
and leave a surplus to be annually applied to the 
gradual payment of thé national debt, leaving the 
proceeds of the public lands to be disposed of as 
Congress shall see fit.” I was most happy that 
Congress, at the time, seemed entirely to concur in 
the recommendations of tre Executive; and, antici- 
pating the correciness of the Secretary’s conclu- 
sions, and in view of an actual surplus, passed the 
distribution act of the 4th September last, wisely 
limiting its operation to two conditions—having ref- 
ereace, both of them, to a possible state of the 
treasury, different from that which had been antici- 
pated by the Secretary of the Treasury, and to the 
paramount necessities of the public service. It or- 
dained that if, at any time during the existence 
of that act, there should '* an imposition ef duties 
on imports inconsistent with the provisions of the 
act of 2d March, 1833, and beyond the rate of du- 
lies fixed by that act, (io wit, 20 per cent. on the 
value of such imports, or any cof them,) then the 
distribution should be suspended, and should con- 
tinue so suspended, until that cause should be re- 
moved. Bya previous clause it had, in a like 
spirit of wise and cautious patriotizm, provided for 
another case, (in which all are even now agreed,) 
that the proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
should be used for the defence of the country. It 
was enacted that the act should continue and be in 
force until otherwise provided by law, unless the 
United States should become involved in war with 
any foreign power; in which event, from the com- 
mencement of hostilities, the act should be sus- 
pended until the cessation of hostilities. 


Not long after the opening of the present session 
of Congress, the unprecedented and extraordinary 
difficulties that have recently embarrassed the 
finances of the country began to assume a serious 
aspect. It soon became quite evident that the 
hopes under which the act of 4th September was 
passed, and which alone justified it in the eyes 
either of Congress who imposed, or of the Exec- 
utive who approved, the first of the two conditions 
just recited, were not destined to be fulfilled. Un- 
der the pressure, therefore, of the embarrassments 
which had thus unexpectedly arisen, it appeared 
to me that the course to be pursued had been 
clearly marked out for the Government by that 
act itself. The cosdition contemplated in it, as 
requiring a suspension of its operation had oc- 
evrred. It became necessary, in the opinions of all, 
toraise the rate of duties upon imports above 20 
per cent.; and with a view both to provide availa- 
ble means to meet present exigencies, and to lay 
the foundation for a successful negotiation of a 
loan, I felt it incumbent upon me to urge upon 
Congress to raise the duties accordingly, imposing 
them ina spirit of a wise discrimination, for the 
two-fold object of affording ample revenue for the 
Government, and incidental protection to the va- 
rious branches of domestic industry. I also pressed, 
in the most emphatic but respectful language I 
could employ, the necessity of making the land 
sales available to the treasury, as the basis of pub- 
lic credit. J did not think thatI could stand ex- 
cused, much less justified, tefore the people of the 
United States, nor could I reconcile it to myself, to 
recommend the imposition of additional taxes upon 
them, without, at the same time, urging the employ- 
ment of all the legitimate means of the Govern- 
ment towards satisfying its wants. These opinions 
were communicated in advance of any definitive 
action of Congress on the subject either of the tariff 





or land sales, under a high sense of public duty, 
and in compliance with an express injunction of 
the Constitution; so that if a coljision (extremely 
to be deprecated as such collisions always are) has 
seemingly arisen between the Executive and Le- 
gislative branches of the Government, it has as- 
suredly not been owing to any capricious inter- 
ference, or to any want of a plain and frank dec- 
laraticn of opinion, on the part of the former. 
Congress differed in its views with those of the 
Executive, as it had undoubtedly a right to do; 
and passed a bill virtually for a time repealing the 
proviso of the act of the 4th September, 1841. 
Tue bill was returned to the House in which it 
originated, with my objections to its becoming a 
law. With a view to prevent, if possible, an open 
disagreement of opinion on a point so important, 
I took occasion to declare that I regarded it as an 
indispensable prerequisite to an increase of duties 
above 20 per cent., that the act of the 4th Septem- 
ber should remain unrepealed in its provisions. 
My reasons for that opinion were elaborately set 
forth in the message which accompanied the re- 
turn of the bill—which no constitutional majority 
appears to have been found for passing into a law. 

The bill which is now before me propeses, in 
its 27th section, the total repeal of one of the pro- 
visoes in the act of September; and, while it in- 
creases the duties above 20 per cent., directs an 
unconditional distribution of the land proceeds. I 
am therefore subjecied a second time, in the period 
of a few days, to the necessity of either giving 


| my approval toa measure which, in my deliberate 
|| Judgment, is in conflict with great public in'erests; 


or of returning it to the House in which it crigi- 
nated, with my objections With all my anxiety 
for the passage of a law which would replenish an 


| exhausted treasury, and furnish a sound and 


healihy encouragement to mechanical industry, 
I cannot consent to do so at the sacrifice of the 
peace and harmony of the country, and the clear- 
est convictions of public duty. 


For some of the reasons which have brought 
me to this conclusion, I refer to my previous 
messages to Congress, and briefly subjoin the fol- 
lowing :— 

1. The bill unites two subjects, which, so far 
from having any affinity to one another, are wholly 
incongruous in their character. It is both a rev- 
enue and an appropriation vill. It thus imposes 
on the Executive, in the first place, the necessity 
of either approving that which he would reject, 
or rejecting that which he might otlierwise approve. 
This is a species of cons!raint to which the jndg-~ 
ment of the Executive ought not, in my opinion, 
to be subjected. But that is not my only objection 
to the actin its present form. The union of sub- 
jects wholly dissimilar in their character in the 
same bill, if it grew into a practice, would not fait 
to lead to consequences destructive of all wise and 
conscientious legis!ation. Various measures, each 
agreeable only to a small minority, might, by 
being thus united, (and the more, the greater chance 
of success,) lead to the passing of laws, of which 
no single provision could, if standing alone, com- 
mand a majority in i's favor. 

2. While the treasury isin a state of extreme 
embarrassment, requiring every dollar which it 
can make available; and when the Government 
has not only to lay additional taxes, but to borrow 
money to meet pressing demands; the bill proposes 
to give away a fruitful source of revenue—which 
is the same thing as raising money by loan and 
taxation—not to meet the wants of the Govern- 
ment, but for distribution: a proceeding which 
I must regard as highly impolitic, if not unconsti- 
tutional. 

A brief review of the present condition of the 
public finances will serve to i!lustrate the true con- 
dition of the treasury, and exhibit its actual neces- 
sities. On the 5th of August, (Friday last,) there 
was in the treasury, in round numbers, $2,150,000 
Necessary to be retained to meet trust 

funds ; ‘ - $360,000 
Interest on public debt due in 


October . ‘ - 80,000 
To redeem treasury notes and 
pay the interest . - 100,000 
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Land distribution, under the 
act ofthe 4ih September, 


184} . 640,000 
- ——— _ 1,180,000 
Leaving an availabic amount of 970,000 
The Navy Deparment bad drawn requisiuons 
Ob the t: ary that ime, to meet debs aciual- 
ly due; amorg which are bills under protest for 
$1,414 COU— leaving an aciual deficit of 
$444 
There was on hand about $100,000 of unissued 
treasury noles, assisted by the accruing revenue, 


(amounting to about $150,000 per week, exclusive 


of reeeipts on uepaid bonds,) to meet requisitions 
for ibe army, aud the demands of the civil list. 
The withd:awal of the sum of $640,000, to be 


distributed ainong the States, as soon as the state- 
ments and eecounts can be made up and com- 
pleted, by virtve of the provisions of the act of the 
4th September jas', (eo which nearly a mo.ely goes 
toa few States, aud only about $383,000 is to be 
divided ameng a! the Siates,) while it adds materi- 


ally to the ermbarrassments of the treasury, affords 
to the Sia! decided relief, 

No im ae revet trom this state of things is 
anticipated, unless (what would most deeply be de- 


nment could be reconciled to the 
negotia is already authorized by law, at 
arate of di count ruinous in itself, and calculated 
most sericusly to alee the public credit. So great 


} 


is the depres yn of trade, that even if the present 


plored) ‘he G 


bill v to become a law, and prove to be product- 
ive, some time would elapse before sufficient sup- 
plies would flow into the treasury; while, in the 
yrean time, its embarrassments would be continu- 


ally augmeated by the semi-annuai distribution of 
the land proceeds. 

Jnaiced, there is but too much ground to appre- 
hend that,even if this bill were permitted to become 


a Jaw—alicnating, as it does, the proceeds of the 
land sa!es-—an actual deficit in the treasury would 
occur, which would more than probably involve 
the nece sily of a resort to direct taxation. 

L«t i: be also remarked, that $5,500,000 of the 
pubic debt becomes redecmable in about two years 
and 2 half, whieh, at any sacrifice, must be met; 
wile the treasury is always liable to demands for 
the payment of outstanding treasury notes. Such 
is the gicomy picture which our firancial depart- 
ment pow presents, and which calls for the exercise 
of a rigid cconomy in the public expenditures, and 
the nr ng available of all the means witbin the 
control of the Government. I most respectfully 
submit whether this is a time to give away the 
procs ibe land sales, when the public lands 


constitute a fuad which, «f all others, may be made 
mist useful in sustaining the public credit. Can 
the Government be generous and munificent to 


others, When every Collar it can command is neces- 
Sary to supp!y own wants? And if Congress 
wouid not hesitate to suffer the provisions of the 
act of 4:h September last to remain unrepealed, in 


case tre couniry was involved in war, is not the 


necessity for soch a course now just as imperative 
as it would be ther? 
3. A third objection remains to be urged, which 


would be suflicient, in itself, to induce me to return 
the bill to the House with my objections. By 
uniline two subjects so incongruous as tariff and 
disiribuiion, it inevitably makes the fate of the one 
dependent upon that of the other, in future contests 
of pariy. Can anything be more fatal to the mer- 
chant or imanufacturer than such an alliance ? 
What they most of all require is a system of mod- 
erate duties, so arranged as to withdraw the tariff 


question, as jar as possible, completely from the 
arenaoi political c-ntention. ‘Their chief want is 
permanency andstability. Such an increase of the 
tariff L b<lic ve to be necessary, in orderto meet the 
econom'ca! expendiiures of Government. Such 
an increas®, made in the spirit of moderation and 
judiwious di-crimination, would, Ihave no doubt, 
be entirely satisfactory to the American people. In 


the way of accomplicning a measure so salutary 
and so imperatively demanded by every public in- 
teres’, ihe legislative department will meet witha 
cordial co-operation on the part of the Executive. 


This is all that the manufacturer can desire, and it 
would be a burden readily borne by the people. 
But I cannot too earnestly repeat, that, in order to 
be beneficial, it must be permanent; and in erder to 
be permanen', it must command general acqui- 
escence. But can such permanency be justly 
hoped for, if the tanff question be coupled with 
that of distribution—as to which a serious conflict of 
opinion exists among the States and the people; 
which enlists in its support a bare majority—if, in- 
deed, there bea majvrity—of the two Houses of 
Congress? What permanency or stability can at- 
tach to a measure which, warring upon itself, gives 
away a fruitful source of revenue at the moment it 
proposes a large increase of taxes on the people? 
's the manufacturer prepared to stake himself and 
his interests upon such an issue? 

I know thatit is urged (but most erroneously, 
in my opinion) that instability is just as apt to be 
prodaced by retaining the public lands as a source 
of revenue, as from any other cause; and this is 
ascribed to a constant fluetuation, as it is said, in 
the amount of sales. If there be anything in 
this objection, it equally applies to every imposition 
of duties on imports. The amount of revenue an- 
nually derived from duties is constantly liable to 
change. The regulations of foreign Governments, 
ihe varying productiveness of other countries, per- 
iods of excitement in trade, and a great variety of 
other circumstances, are constautly arising to affect 
the state of commerce, fereizn and domestic, and, 
of conseqnence, the revenus levied upon it The 
sales cf the public domain in ordinary times are 
regulated by fixed laws, which have their basis in 
ademand increasing only in the ratio of the in- 
crease of population. In recarring to the statis- 
ties connecied with this subject, it will be perceived 
that, for a period of ten years preceding 1834, the 
averege amount of land sales did not exceed 
$2 000,000. 

For the incr@~se which took place in 1834-’5 and 
*6, we are to look to that peculiar condition of the 
country which grew out of one of the most extraor- 
dinary excitements in business and speculation 
that have ever occurred in the history of commerce 
and currency. It was the’fruit of a wild spwit cf 
adventure, engendered by a vicious system of cre- 
dits, under the evils of which the country is still 
laboring, and which it is fondly hoped will not 
soon recur. Considering the vast amountof in- 
vestments made by private individuals in the pub- 
lic lands during those three years, and which 
equalled $43,000,000, (equal to more than 20 
year's’ purchase,) taking the average of sales of the 
ten preceding years, it may be safely asserted that 
the result of the public land sales can hold out 
nothing to alarm the manufacturer with the idea of 
instability in the revenues, and consequently in 
the course of the Government. 

Under what appears to me, therefore, the sound- 
est considerations of public poticy, and in view of 
the interests of every branch of domestic industry, I 
return you the bill, with these my objections to its 
becoming alaw. 

I take occasion emphatically to repeat my 
anxious desire to co-operate with Congress in the 
passing of a law which, while it shall assist in sup- 
plying the wants of the treasury, and %e-establish 
public credit, shall afford to the manufacturing in- 
terests of the country all the incidental protection 
they require. 

After all, the effect of whatI do is substantially 
to call on Congress to reconsider the subject. If, 
on such reconsideration, a majority of two-thirds 
of both Houses should be in favor of the measure, 
it will become a Jaw, notwithstanding my objec- 
tions. In acase of clear and manifest error on 
the part of the President, the presumption of the 
Constitution is, that such majorities will be found. 
Should they be so found in this case, having con- 
scientiously discharged my own duty, I shall cheer- 


fully acquiesce in the result. 
JOHN TYLER. 
Wasainoron, August 9th, 1842. 


The message having bren read through— 

Mr. FILLMORE obtained the floor. He said 
he regarded the question presented in the message 
as one of too mach importance to be considered 
until the message could be printed, and a copy 


placed in the hands of each member. He hoped 
the House would agree to the motion which he 
should make; which was, that the message of the 
President be entered on the journal, as prescribed 
by the Constitution; that ii be printed, and that its 
consideration be postponed uatilio morrow. Upon 
this motion, he moved the previous question. 

Mr. BOWNE desired to have 10,000 additional 


| copies printed; but his motion was ruled out of 








order. 


The previous question was then sustained, and 


| Mr Fittmore’s motion adopted. 


[The crowd which had assembled in the galler- 


| ies and in the House then quietly dispersed, leav- 
| ing but few spectators and as few members. ] 


Mr. STANLY offered a resolution, (which was 


| adopted,) providing that the bill for the reorganiza- 
| tion of the army should be taken ont of committee 
| at 4 o’clock this day. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL gave notice that he 
should ask leave to introduce the following bill: 

The Clerk was about to read it for information; 
but Mr. BOTTS and others objected. 


A BIiLL to provide revenue from imports. 
Be it enucted by the Senate and House of Representa- 


| tives of the United States of America inCongress assembled, 
| That, froin and after the passage of this act, the same duties 


upon Imports shall be levied, collected, and patd, under the same 
laws, rules, and regulations, which were levied, collected, and 


| paid, between the Ist day of Jnnuary, one thousand eight hun- 
| dred and thirty-eight, and the last day of December, one thou- 


sand eight hundred and thirty-nine, under the provisions of the 


| act approved 2d March, 1833, enutled “An act to modify the aet 


of the Lith of July, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, 


| avd all other acts impesing duties on imports.”’ 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, on the importa- 
tion of all the arucles made subject to a duty of 20 per cent. ad 
valorem, under the provisions of the act entitled “Ap act re- 


lating vo duties and drawbacks,” approved September 11th, 


IS11, there shall hereafter be levied, collected, and paid, a duty 
of 30 per cent. ad valorem, except upon railroad iron, which 
shall be subject to the same rate of duty as bar or bolt iron, of 
similar manufacture, under the Ist section of this ac’; but noth- 
ing herein contained shall be so construed as to deprive any 
State or incorporated company, which shall have imperted 
railroad iron prior to the 3d day of March next, of the benefits 
and advantages secured to them 1espectively by the proviso to 
the 5th section of the said act relating to the duties and draw- 
backs, 

Mr. ROOSEVELT rose, as he said, to a privi- 
leged question. He wished to move a reconsidera- 
tion ot the vote adopted yesterday for an adjourn- 
ment of Congress on the 22d inst. His object was 
to fix an earlier day. 

The motion was ruled out of order. 

The House then resolved itselt into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Bricas of Massachusetts in the chair.) 


On motion of Mr. STANLY, the committee 
took up the report of the committee of conference, 
on the disagreement between the two Houses upon 
the army bill. The report of the committee was 
read. 


The committee recommended the retaining of the 
second regiment of dragoons; but that, after the 
4th of March next, it be dismounted; and converted 
into a rifle corps. 


The committee recommended, in the next place, 
to reduce the number of privates in each company 
of the artillery and infantry regiments to forty- 
two. 


To allow the re-enlistment of non-commissioned 
officers, so as to preserve more perfectly the organ- 
ization of the army. 

In regard to the national armories, the committee 
proposed to retain the military superinten-ents at 
present appointed; but, at the same time, to retain 
all the amendmenis as to the reduction of salaries 
in those establishments. 

The committee also recommended the abolition 
of the offices of twenty military storekeepers. 

The first legislation affecting the “peace estab- 
lishment” after the reduction of the army at the 
close of the war with Great Britain, according to 
the act of March, 1815, is found in the act entitled 
‘‘An act for organizing the general staff, and ma- 
king further provision forthe army,” approved 
April 24,1816. By the Sth section of this act, 
which makes provision for the purchasing depart- 
ment, “‘as many military storekeepers as the ser- 
vice may require, whose salaries shall be regulated 
by the Secretary of War, aceording to the duty 
they may perform,” were au'horized. The proviso 
of the 6th section of the act required that they be 
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submitted to the Senate for their confirmation, in 
the same manner as the officers of the army. 

The next legislation on the subject will be found 
in the 9th section of the act entitled “An act to re- 
duce and fix the military peace establishment of 
the United States,” approved March 2, 1821; “and 
that there shall be one commissary of purchases, 
and two military storekeerers, to be attached to the 
purchasing department;” and the said act of March 
2, 1821, furnishes the only authority for appointing 
storekeepers of any description whatever. 

The twenty-three storekeepers, over and above 
the two under the act of 1821, are now in servire, 
without the sanction of law or necessary implica- 
tion. Nordo the requirements of the service de- 
mand such agents. When the Ordnance D-part- 
ment was nearly doubled, in 1838, it was expressly 
understood that storekeepers wou!d not afterwards 
be required. 

Both committees, with the evidence before them, 
thought these officers unnecessary, and unauthor- 
ized by law. 

Besides the two surgeons and ten assistant- 
surgeons already dismissed in the bill, the com- 
mittee had recommended the dismissal of one 
inspector-general. 

The committee recommend that the Senate 
agree to all the amendments of the House redu- 
eing ex'ra allowances. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana addressed the 
committee in opposition to the conference report. 
He based hi: opposition chiefly on the ground that 
the report proposed to abolish the military store- 
keepers, and transier the duties proposed by them 
to officers, giving no bond, and affording the Gov- 
ernment no security that the large amount of 
properiy coming into their possession would be 
faithfully administered. 

Mr. FESSENDEN addressed the House at 
length in support of the report of the committee 
of cenference. 

Mr. ADAMS spoke his hour, which he cccupied 
with a constitutional argument, in reply to the as- 
sumption of President Tyler that he ts an indep:n- 
dent branch of the legislative power of the country, 
and also in reply to the speech of his colleague, 
{[Mr. Cusuina ] 

Mr. MARSHALL next addressed the commit- 
tee, chiefly in reply to the gentleman from Massa- 
chuseits, (Mr. Apams,] and against a reduction of 
the army. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL inquired whether the re- 
port of the conference commitiees would have to 
be concurred in or rejecie1 without amendment. 

The CHAIR replied that it could not be amend- 
ed. 


Mr. J. CAMPBELL then said that he hoped the 
report would be rejected. He thought the confer- 
ence committees had transcended their power, and 
introduced new matter into the bill. He regarded 
the abolition of the office of storekeeper as highly 
improper. These storekecpers gave heavy bonds 
for the faithful performance of their duties; and. 
without them, there could be no mode of holding 
Officers of the Ordnance cepsriment to proper ac- 
countability, except through courts mariial, where 
the responsibility could not always be traced to its 
proper source. Shonid the report be agreed to in 
Committee of the Whole, he should press the point 
of order he had raised in the House—that the 
committee of conference had transcended their 
powers. 

Mr. W. B. CALHOUN opposed the report, and 
contended that the views of the majority in the 
House had not been represented in the conference 
committee. He argued at length against the mili- 
tary superintendence now established at the ar- 
mories, and in favor of restoring the old system. 

The hour of 4 o’clock p. m. having arrived, 

Mr. EVERETT moved that the Committee of 
the Whole recommend that the lfouse disagree to 
the report of the committee of conference, and ask 
another conference. 

Mr. STANLY called for tellers, which were ap- 
pointed, (Messrs. Cowen and Turney ;) and they 
reported ayes 91, noes not counted. 

On motion of Mr. BARTON, the committee then 
rose; and the chairman reported to the House that 
the committee recommended a disagreement to the 











report of the committee of conference, and the ap- 
pointment of a new committee, 

Mr. BRIGGS was about to address the House, 
but yielded the floor, with the understanding that 
no other gentleman would speak. 

The question was then taken on disagreeing to 
the report of the committee of conference, and car- 
ried in the affirmative. 

Much confusion then ensued— various members 
endeavoring, at the same time, to get particular 
business up before the House. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT wished to have his motion to 
reconsider the adjournment resolution taken up. 

Mr. McKAY gave notice of his intention to 
move a reconsideration of the vote of yesterday, 
on the bi!l for the payment of the Fiorida militia. 

Mr. FILLMORE made a remark in relation to 
the army bill—not heard. 

Mr. ADAMS suggested that it would be neces- 


. sary to act upon the bill for the reorganization of 


the army. 

Mr. McKENNAN moved that the House go 
into committee on the bill to provide for naval 
hospitals on the Western waters. 

Mr. HOLMES moved an adjournment; upon 
which motion the yeas and nays were taken at the 
call of Mr. McKENNAN, (much excifed,) who 
said the House should not adjourn earlier than 6 
o’clock during the remainder of the session. 

The House refused to adjoura—yeas_ 65, 
nays 113. 

Mr. McKENNAN then renewed his motion to 
go into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
ihe Union: carried—yeas 82. 

Mr. McCKENNAN moved that the commitire 
take up the bill making appropriations for sites for 
marine hospitals on the Western waters. 

Mr. ARNOLD. The bill reducing the compen- 
sation of members of Congress 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL. The bill for the relief 
of Major General Andrew Jackson. 

Mr THOMPSON cf Mississippi. 
No. 331. 

Mr. COWEN. Senate bill No. 53. 

Mr. TURNEY. House bill No. 269. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT. The bi!l from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, to supply certain defects 
in the Jaws imposing daties on imporis. 

The question was taken upon the first-named bil, 
and the Chairman announced it to be decided in 
the affirmative. Many members, at the same 
time, calling for a count; which the Chair did not 
make. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL appealed from the de- 
cision of the Chair. He denied that the question 
could be decided whilst a count was called for and 
not taken. 

Much confusion followed; during which, though 
many members atiempted to address the commit- 
tee, no one was allowed to be beard. 

During the confusion prevailing, the Chairman 
rose and said it would be seen that he had not the 
physical power to keep order. 

Mr. C. BROWN said the Chairman [Mr. 
Crark] had better find out the way to do right! 
His conduct was an arbitrary atiempt to do a fla- 
grant wrong, and would not be submitted to by the 
committee, if it had any respect fer itseif or its 
rights. 

After some further noise, 

Mr. TURNEY moved that the committee rise: 
rejected—yeas 73, nays 79 

Mr. TURNEY expressed a desire to have the 
marine hospital bill laid a-ide to be reported, and 
House bill 269 taken up 

A calm having now come over the committee— 

Mr. COWEN addressed the Chair in opposition 
to the bill. He contended that the contract to sell 
these sites, for which this bill contained an appro- 
priation, was conditional. 

Mr. McKENNAN replied, and advocated the 
appropriation. 

Mr. MALLORY inquired how the hospitals were 
to be supported—by the Government, out of the 
treasury, or by a tax upon the seamen? 

Mr. McKENNAN replied that the seamen 
would be taxed to create a fund for the support of 
the hospital—-20 cents a month. 


House bill 











Mr. SPRIGG addressed the committee in favor 
of the bill. 

Mr. McKAY opposed it, and ¢ tended that it 
would invo've a great axpense to the Government. 
The contract for the sale of the property fors/tes was 
only conditional, upon the Cetermination of the 
Government to establish marine hospita's. ‘Toe es« 
ta lishment of these hospita's would incur the ne= 
cessity of large expenditure; for superin'encents, 
keepers, &c. Should this bil! pass, +) won'd be but 
a beginning, and wou'd be foliowed by plicants 
for hovpitals in all quarters. 

Mr. REYNOLDS advocated the bill as a 
ure of relief to the sailors of the Wes' 

Mr. GWIWN sail that, in addiion to what had 
been stated by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
[Mr. McKennan,] as to the emba ments ihat 
had been brought upon the individuals who had 
sold their property to the Governm<nt for sites for 
hospitals in default of payment, that the: 


meas- 


tleman 
in Natehez, from whom the purchase was made, is 
now reduced to poverty; and has been, in part, ru- 


ined by the want of this money. | 
a letter from him within a few devs, urging the 
passage of a law to pay him his mosey; and it was 
most unjust to withhold tt 'onger. 

He was astonished at the opposition to this bill, 


vail 


» had received 


because it may tend to the establishment of hos- 
pitals at the points selected. IWo part of the Unis 
ted States needed hospitals so mceb—esnecia'ly om 
the lower Mississippi, durivz the prevalence of 
yellow fever in New Orleans. Persons travelling 
up the river are liable to be attacked with the cis- 
ease, and often are put ashore, and die wi hout 
shsiter, for want ef hospitals. Citizens will not ads 
mit those afflicted with contecious ‘iseases into 


their houses; and they may die jor want of the ate 
tention that could be bestowed upon them if they 
entered hospitals. He had received a letter from 
the mayor of the city of Vick. burg, sinee he had 
taken his seat here, stating that the corporate au- 
torities of that city had paid, Jast voar, ten thous« 
and dollars in establishing a ho-pital for destitute 
foreigners. 

It was a most onerous tax pen the citizens of 
that place, borne down as they are by the embar- 
rassments of the times; end he had determined to 
ark an appropriation for > h tal at ibat point, 
but had been deterred from the hconclessness of the 
case; seeing such an unwillingness t» pov for the 
site already purchased in that Siate at Natchez. 
This question, iniportant as it was to h's constitus 
ents, was infinitely more so to the citizens of 
souri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Obio, Indiana, and 
Illinois, who annually trade to New Orleans, and 
other points on the Mississippi and Ohiorivers. Mas 
ny valuable lives are lost for the want of hospitals, 
especialiy at New Orleans, Nate»ez, and Vieks= 


Mis- 


burg The one in New Orctcan til unfinished. 
An appropriation cf fifteen thousan? dollars would 
complete it; yet not an effort hes been made this 
session to get this appropriation to finishso ims 


portant a public work. 

He wou'd not trouble the Tone, at this late 
hour of the day, with any farther remarks. He 
hoped this bill would not only be passed, but that 
the hospitals would be commence! and finished. 
A more useful expenditure of money eculd not be 
mad-; it was in ascction of the U ich pays 
mil'ions into the treasury, and where none of the 

ublic money is expended. 

Mr. STANLY cff+red an amendment, makin 
2n appropriation for a marine hosp't I 
Carolina. 

Mr. POPE advocated the bill. an’ regretted that 
any attempt should be made & 

Mr. STEENROD offered an amendment, ma- 
king an appropriation of $5,500 for a marine hos 
pital at Wheeling, Va. He acire coms 
mittee for some time in favor of ma‘ine hospitals 
on the Western waters. 

Mr. COWEN replied to the a‘guments adduced 
in favor of the bill. 

The amendments offered by Messrs 
and Sreenrop were then rejected. 
then Jaid aside to be reported. 

On motion of Mr. T. J. CAMPBELL, the com« 
mittee took up the bill from the Sense entitled 
“An act to provide for the payment of horses or 
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other property lost or destroyed in the military ser- 
vice of the United States.” 

After a brief discussion thereon, (the bill being 
thereby placed first in urder of those referred to 
ihe Committee of the Whele on the state of the 
Union,) the committee rise, and, through their chair- 
man, reporied to the Flouse the bill making appro- 
priations for sites for marine hospitals. 

Mr. McKENNAN hoped the bill would be now 
acted on in the House. 

A motion to adjourn was, however, made and 
carried, and the House adjourned at 6 o’clock. 





IN SENATE. 


Wepnespay, August 10, 1842. 

The PRESIDEN & pro tem. laid befure the Sen- 
ate a message from tae President of the United 
States, transmitting a letter from the Acting Sec- 
retary cf the Treasery, covering a report from the 
Commissioner of the Public Baildings, showing the 
amount of payments for work done on the Penn- 
sylvania avenue. ' 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 


~~ THE NAVY PENSION FUND. 

Mr. PRESTON remarked that there were some 
Senators who wished to record their votes on prop- 
ositions connecte’ with the bill which passed the 
Senate yesterday, making appropriations to supply 
the deficiency in the navy pension fund. He 
therefore moved to reconsider the vote on its 
passage. 

The question was put on the motion, and it was 
carried in the affirmative; and the bill was Jaid on 
the table for the present. 

Me. PHELPS, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported back, without amendment, House bills 
for the relief of Dorothea Bowner and Jacob Jack- 
son; and recommended their passage. 

Mr. HEND«RSON, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, to which hai been referred 
House bilis for the relief of H. Eugene Borel! and 
Thoinas W. Chiun, reported the same back with- 
out amendment. 

Also, reported back, from the same committee, 
without amendment, House bilis for the relief of 
Antonio Cherino, James Journey, and Elizabeth 
Burress, ber heirs or assigns. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported back, with an amendment, the 
dil! from the House changing the time of holding 
the district court of the United States for the west- 
ern district of Virginia, and for other purposes. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which had been recommitied the 
documents touching the claim of Joseph Campan, 
made a favorable report; which was read, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. WOODBURY, the bill which 
he bad, in an early part of the session, introduced, 
to increase the pay of certain cfficers in the reve- 
nue service, while serving in the navy of the Uni- 
ted States, was taken up for consideration; but, 

Onthe motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, who wish- 
ed to say something explanatory of the amendments 
recommended to be made to the bill by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, it was postponed till to-mor- 
row. 

POLICE FOR WASHINGTON. 

Mr. SEVIER said that, on his motion, on yes- 
terday, the biil establishing a police to protect the 
public and private property in the city of Wash- 
ington, was laid on the table. Since then, the 
hardships of the case had been pointed out to him 
by some of the citizens, who were indignant at the 
disposition made of the bill. He therefore moved 
to reconsider the vote jaying the bill on the table. 
The question was put, and the motion was carried 
in the affirmative. 

Then, after a few remarks by Mr. BAYARD, 
explanatory of the bill— 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, its further consid- 
eration was postponed ull to-morrow. 

‘The Sena:e bill to extend the right of pre-emp- 
tion to certain settlersin the Territory of Iowa, 
came up in order, as in committee of the whole; 
but— 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, the bill 
jrom the Heuse entitled An act to grant pre-emp- 


tion rights to settlers in the Dubuque claim, (so 
called,) in the Territory of lowa, being for the 
same object, but less objectionable in its details, 
was taken up, tn lieu of the Senate bill. 

The bill was debated by Messrs. SMITH of 
Indiana. HONTINGTON, CONRAD, LINN, 
WALKER, BENTON, and McROBERTS; and, 
there being no proposition to amend the bill, it 
was reported to the Senate, and finally passed. 

Mr. RIVES, from the Commit'ee on Foreign 
Relations, to which had been referred several me- 
morials of claim?nts, complaining of the conduct 
of Mexico and the Mexican convention for the ad- 
justment of claims; and certain documents froin 
the State Department, touching the same subject, — 
made areport; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. R. said that be should, when the report came 
up for discussion, move that the cominittee be 
discharged from the consideration of the subject, 
for the reasons set forth in the report. 

Mr. CALHOUN presenied two memorials, from 
Gadsden county, Florida, praying for the admis- 
sion of that Territory, as a State, into the Union, 
and fora donation of land; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

THE NAVY RATIONS. 

Engrossed bill, entitled An act to establish and 
reguiate the navy ratious, Was read the third time, 
and passed. 

Engrosaed bill, entitled An act to extend the 
time on which the duties on certain railroad iron 
imported by the State of Michigan, being laid 
down for permanent use, may be remitted, came 
up on its third readirg ; when 

Mr. BUCHANAN made some remarks on the 
impropriety of admitting railroad iron free of duty 
at this time. 

Messrs. PORTER and WOODBRIDGE spcke 
in favor of the bill, showing that it was merely to 
operate on iron already imported, ba: which that 
State, owing to lis embarrassments, had not been 
able to lay down within the time prescribed by the 
law allowing the importation free of duty. The 
bill was then read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, the bill 
from the House entitled An act to regulate the tes- 
timony in cases of contested elect ons, and for other 
purposes, (which was arrested on its second read- 
ing,) was taken up, read the second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

PURSERS IN THE NAVY. 


Mr. ARCHER moved to proceed to the special 
orders, for the purpose of taking up the bill for the 
regulation of the pay and emolumenis of pursers 
in the navy. 

The further consideration of the bill was re- 
sumed as in committee of the whole—the question 
pending being on the first amendment recom- 
mended by the Committee on Naval Affairs, which 
was to reduce the proposed salaries of pursers. 

Mr. WILLIAMS briefly explained. 

Mr. KING objected to the amount of salary pro- 
posed for each purser. He denied that pursers 
had to perform duties of such responsibility as had 
been alleged: they were the duties of a mere ac- 
countant, and could be performed by any ordinary 
clerk of industrious and honest habits. 


Mr. WILLIAMS observe! that the responsibili- 
ty was considered such, by the Government, as to 
require that each purser shall give bonds and secu- 
rity to the amoant of $25,000 for the faithful per- 
formance of bis duties. He referred to several 
congressional documents to show that (se respon- 
sibilities and duties of pursers were as great as 
thore of any officer connected with the navy or 
army. 

Mr. CHOATE contended that never, till now, 
had the remuneration of pursers been estimated so 
low as in this bill. He considered the situation 
not only one of great responsibility, bui one which 
requires great ability, integrity, and general capa- 
city to fill. 

The amendment was then adopted. 

The other amendments were read, and severally 
adopted. 

The bill was then reported back to the Senate, 
and the amendments were concurred in. It was 
ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time. 


THE MARINE CORPS. 


The bill to augment and reorganize the marine 
corps was taken up, as in committee of the whole, 
and read. 

Several amendments recommended by the Com. 
mittee on Naval Affairs were then sucecssively 
read and adopted. They were mostly reductions 
and modifications of the proposed augmentation. 

Mr. ARCHER then submitted a new amend. 
ment, to go in at the end of the bill, where it would 
stand as the fourth section It was to confer 
power on the colonel or commandant of marines 
to assemble courts-martial, according to the usages 
of the army. 

The amendment was adopied. 

The bill being ready to be reported back to the 
Senate as amended— 

Mr. ARCHER handed to the Secretary a com- 
municatien, which was read, setling forth the ne- 
cessity for the proposed augmentation of the ma- 
rine corps. g 

By this communication it appeared that upwards 
of 200 supernumerary marines were enlisted for 
guarding the navy-yards avd marine depots— 
making the marine corps at present over 1,200. 

Mr. CALHOUN inquired by what authority of 
law these additicual 200 marines had been en- 
listed? 

Mr. ARCHER said there was no legal authority 
at all for their enlistment. He understood the ne- 
cessity of empioying supernumeraries to watch the 
public property arose out of the fact that the regu- 
lar marines had been draughted on board the differ- 
ent ships requiring them to make up their comple- 
ments, so that there was no aliernative left to the 
department but to employ fresh hands to guard the 
yards and depots. He requested a letter, which he 
handed in on the subject, might be read. 

The letier was read. It stated in detail the ne- 
cessiiy of the ease. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON had for some time been 
aware that some eddition to the marine corps was 
necessary; but he was not yet satisfied to what ex- 
tent. He knew that the department bad been 
driven to the necessity of picking up transient per- 
sons to act as watchmen, for the protection of the 
pubdlic property in the navy-yards and depots. It 
way certainly desirable to place thatduty in the 
hands of ihe marine corps. 

Mr. BAYARD said that the amount of plun- 
der carried away by those transient watchmen was 
inconceivable. The saving, in this respect alone, 
would more than pay the increased expense of the 
marine corps. 

Mr. SEVIER inquired what increase was to be 
made to the marine ccorps?—whether the depart- 
ment bad recommended the provisions of the bill? 
—and whether the plan met the approbation of the 
Committee on Naval Affairs? 

Mr. ARCHER answered the three questions in 
the affirmative. He then stated that the very ir- 
regularity alluded to by the Senator from South 
Carolina [Mr. CaLnoun] had grown out of the ne- 
cessi'y of this augmentation of the marine corps. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON asked how many men 
were allowed, by existing Jaws, to be enlisted for 
the present corps? 

Mr. WILLIAMS replied, 1,000; and to this 
complement, 59 officers were allowed. The prop- 
osition now before the Senate was to add 1,000 
men, and 37 officers. There are at present 250 
{3502} more than the 1,000 authorized by law. 
The draxghts from the several yards, to fill up the 
complements of marines in the several ships of the 
nave, had drained them of the few which used to 
have charge of these establishments. In conse- 
qnence of this, citizens had to be employed as 
waichmen, at $1 50 a day each; whereas the pay 
of the marines is but $7 a month each. The de- 
partment had repeatedly applied to Congress for 
the necessary increase. He believed the difficulty 
was increased by some 2(0 or 250 of the marines 
being engaged in the service in Florida, 

Mr. CHOATE observed that this was not a new 
enterprise of the Secretary of the Navy. So long 
back as the 15ih October, 1839, the department 
urged the necessity of adding 1,400 to the marine 
corps. He pointed out the use of marines on board 
ship, where they are essential as aids to the officers 
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of the navy in the preservation of discipline and 
prevention of mutiny. 

Mr. CUTHBERT believed that a certain por- 
tion of marines should be kept up atsea. He did 
not consider citizens employed by the day, in the 
mere capacity of watchmen, as fit for guarding 
navy depots as reguiar marines. Recurring to the 
question of authority for enlisting more marines 
than was sanctioned ly law, it would be necessary to 
keep in view that the law is different as respects 
marines, and as respects sailors. The apprepria- 
tions for sailors are so much; and the number of 
sailors depends on the amount—'hat is, the num- 
ber to be enlisted may goon till it reaches what 
will be covered by that amount. Not so with re 
gard to marines; both the number to be enlisted 
and the pay are limited by iaw; and any usurpa- 
tion beyond the law, is justly a subject of in- 
quiry. 

Mr. ARCHER explained that the Committee 
on Naval Affairs had recommended considerable 
modifications of the proposed increase. Although 
some irregularity had taken place, it had grown 
out of the necessi‘y of the case. This new arrange- 
ment would be, in realiiy, agreat saving to the Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. HUNTINGYION was proceeding to show 
that less than a thousand marines were now in ser- 
vice, when interrupted by 

Mr. ARCHER, who explained that not only 
was the full number authorized by law cnilisted, but 
there were actually 36) men more employed than 
sanctioned by law. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON continued, stating that if 
2,000 marines were shown to be absolutely neces- 
sary, he would not object to the expense. But if 
this necessity could not be shown, he would hesi- 
tate, in the present condition of the country, about 
agreeing ‘o the proposition. 

Mr. ARCHER observed that the demand of the 
department wes for 2000 additional marioes. 
The committee had agreed to recommend only an 
addition of 600 and oud min; which, with the 369 
employed now, withont authority of law, would 
make the second theasand. The present corps 
consists of 1,000 men end 59 officers: the addition 
will be 1,000 men and 37 officers. Even this is 
not enough, according to the estimate of the depart- 
ment. Bat the commit'ee was not prepared to 
recommend, in ‘he present condition of the coun- 
try, the full increase demanded. 


Mr. WOODBURY had not, for some years, been 
familiar with this subject; bat, when he was con- 
versant with such affairs, he did consider the ma- 
rines a most useful guard, and important in the 
service; but he never thought they should, as in 
regiments of the army, have field officers. There 
must be a colonel or he-d. If the corps is to be 
augmented, it is proper to dispense with all un 
necessary field officers. They are merely nominal 
—having no rval duties to perform. The question 
is, whether an increase, and to what amount, is 
necessary. Nobody supposed more than from 40 
to 50 men would be required at each yard on shore. 
There are seven yards to be guarded; which, at most, 
would not require 2n increase of more than 300 men. 
The watchm:n employed for the protection of these 
yards, for some time back, were not, as supposed, 
through some strange misapprehension, under any 
necessity of being enlisted as marines. They were 
only hired, as carpenters are hired, or any other 
citizens, to perform certain duties for the Govern- 
ment. If the navy was placed on a regular peace 
establishment, there would be no necessity for an 
increase of the marine corps. As itis, there are 
not eight hundred guns afloat, and the usual com- 
plement of marines to each ship is one for every 
gun; so that eight hundred would be sufficient at 
sea, and surely four hundred would be enough 
onshore. Betifit is decided that the yards must 
be guarded by marines, there wou'd, of course, be 
a necessily for some addition. This addition need 
not, however, exceed from three to five hundred. 
If the Navy Department says these yards must be 
gaarded by marines, he would be in favor of some 
addition—though not, certainly, to the extent pro- 
posed. 

Mr. CHOATE read a few sentences from the 
annual report of the Secretary of the Navy, point- 





ing out the necessity for an increase of the marine 
corps, to three times the number now allowed. 
The report sta‘es that citizens are obliged to be 
employed as guards and watchmen, at wages far 
higher than the pay of marines; and that these 
men are not amenable to the rigor of mariial law 
or discipline of arms—a great disadvantage to the 
service. 

Mr. CUTHBERT wished to know from the 
chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs, if 
the 200 or 250 men employed over the number 
authorized by law are actually enlisted, and wear- 
ing the uniform of the marine corps? 

Several Senators expressed a desire that the bill 
might be postponed, to give time for further con- 
sideration. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON moved to postpone it till 
to-morrow. 

Mr CALHOUN hoped it weuld be allowed to 
lie over; and that more exact information would be 
procured on those points which had been advert- 
ed ‘o. 

Mr. ARCHER, after a few remarks, concurring, 
the further consideration of the bill was postponed 
till to-morrow. 

STEAMSHIPS OF WAR. 

The Senate bill No. 241, to authorize the Secre- 
tary of the Navy to contract for the building of 
Certain steam vessels for the service of the navy of 
the United States, and appropriating one million of 
dollars for that purpose, was next taken up, at Mr. 
ARCHER'S request. 

Mr. ARCHER observed that, in the present con- 
dition of the treasury, the Committee on Naval 
Affairs would be induced to waive passing this bill, 
unless some gentlemen thought a portion of the 
vessels might be built. He would, if there was 
no such suggestion, move to lay the bill on the 
table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN and M:. CUTHBERT hoped 
the bill, at such an unpropitious time, would be 
laid on the table. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, aware that the Senate 
considered this an unpropitious time to augment 
the expenses of the departments, would not press 
eny motion in support of the bill; he, however, 
pointed out the importance of some speedy action, 
for the purpose of providing a steamship force on 
the Jakes, and adverted to the exertions of Great 
Britain to gain the entire command of those waters, 
as well as of the Gulf of Mexico, by means of her 
steamships. 

Mr. ARCHER adnitied that there was much 
force in the Scnator’s remarks; and he doub‘ed not 
that the subject was attracting the attention of the 
whole country, and would lead to the adoption of 
the system recommended. At present, he wouid 
move to !ay the bill on te table. 

Mr. CUTHBERT urged as another reason why 
the Government shou!d not construct those vess«]s 
bow, that experiments were makiog in machiuery 
with a view to its application hereafter to steam 
vessels. 

It was accordingly laid on the table. 

Mr. PRESTON moved to go into executive 
session. 

The Senate then went into executive session, 
and, after some time spent therein, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay August 10, 1842. 

Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported two Senate bills. 

Mr. J. C CLARK, from the Committee on 
Conmerce, reporied several Senate bills, with and 
without amendments; also a bill ‘‘authorizing the 
examination and survey of the harbor of Memphis, 
Tennessee;” which was read twice, and referred to 
the Cemmittee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. BARNARD, frem the Committee on the 
Judiciary, made a report, accumpanied by a 
bill for the relief of John T. Skinner, and the 
legal representatives of Isaac Green: read twice, 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. FILLMORE then called up the business of 
the morning hour—the report from the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, in relation to the refusal of 
the Secretary of War to furnish information to 
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the House, respecting the frauds a'lezed to have 
been committed upon the Cherokee iidians. 

Mr. CARUTHERS, who was entitled to the 
fluor, addressed the House at length in justifica- 
tion of the report of the commitiee, ( which censures 
the Secretary of War,) and in reply to the remarks 
of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mir. Parorrit.} 
He contended that the power assumed by the 
Executive to instiiute commissions, and investigate 
frauds, was unwarranted by the Consiitution, and 
contrary fo the genius of our Government. 

Mr. C. concluded by moving the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded by ihe House—ayes 
82, noes 70. 

Mr. BOWNE called for the yeas and nays on 
ordering the main question; woich we:e ordered. 

The morning hour having expired— 

The SPEAKER announced the spee'al order to 
be the reconsideration of the tariff Lill, returned 
yesterday with the objections of the President. 

Mr. ADAMS, who had the floor, made, in the 
commencement of his remarks, som- observations, 
which were Jost to the reporter, befure order was 
sufficiently restored: they were understood, how- 
ever, to be as expressions of his regret at the col- 
lision which had taken place between the execu- 
tive and legisiative branches of the Government. 
He was understood, further, to express it as his 
opinicn, that if the President bad yielded up his 
Opinions to the majority in Congress, and signed 
the bill, everything would have been forgotten and 
forgiven him—everything that hed taken piace be- 
fore, and which had cause.) that state of distress in 
which the country was at present involved, and in 
which he feared it was destined long to contiuue, 
would have been remedied. Peace, prosperity, cred- 
it, and honor would have taker the place of all these 
distresses which now hang over the country. The 
mere reconcilement of the two branches of the 
Legislature with the Execitive Would, cf itelf, have 
been hailed with joy; and that reconciiement would 
have been the harbinger of joyous and prosperons 
times to the country. Sir, (aid Mr. A.,) that 
hope has been blasted; and wow, by the paper be- 
fore the House, the executive legislative 
branches of the Government are placed in a state 
of civil war, and for which there was, in his opin- 
ion, no remedy, but that remedy which the people 
must toe in their own heuds. Wear, he said, was 
declared; and he admitied now, that on the part of 
the Executive himself, there was no retreat with- 
out disgrace; and he held thet this and the other 
House of Congress could not retreat, without being 
di-graced also. The posiiion was talren on both 
sides; the issue was given and accepted; and now, 
there was nothing left but an appcal to the Gd 
of battles—which might God, in h's infinite mercy, 
prevent. (Laughter. ] 

The issue was complete; and now, though not 
concurring in the sevtiments of his colleague, [Mr. 
Cusuina.} thai it was the destiny of this Congress 
to accomplish the prostration of the Guvernment of 
the country, he concurred with him in the resalt; 
and the question now was, on whom the re: ponsi- 
bility would rest. His coileague had already laid 
this responsibility on Congres'—meaning thereby 
the majority of the two Houses. They were told 
yesterday by another gentleman, that, although he 
did net concur in the imputation throwa on Con- 
gress by his colleague, and that, {roman esprit du 
corps, when the question should come to issue, he 
would be found with the House and with Congress, 
yet they would find ita difficult task to put it on 
the shoulders where it belonged, and cast it from 
themselves. Assuming that there was nothing 
further to take place on this subject between the 
Executive and the Legislaiure—which, as he said 
before, could nottake place without disgrace on 
one side or the other—he wished to submit a few 
observations of inquiry as to where the respcnsi- 
bility should fall. 

He should not have to enter into the details of the 
comparison which would be necessary for the peo- 
ple of this country to institute between the pro- 
ceedings of the Congress of the United Siates, and 
the proceedings of the Executive, since he had been 
in the executive chair. He would simply allade 
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legislative body since the commencement of the 
present Administration, and of the actien of the 
Executive in regard to tbem. In referring to the 
acts of Congress, it was with very great saltisfac- 
tion that he had been able to say that a very great 
portion of the rancor of party spirit which they 
had witnessed had nothing to do with the prccred- 
ings of Congress; that some of the most important 
acts of the Congress of ihe Unic-d States had had 
very jutle of party in them; and that the party 
styling themselves Democratic contributed as much 
as the majority to those acts, which he should now 
endeavor to enumerale. 

The first act which was accomplished by the 
Congress of the United States wax the genrral 
bankrupt art—a measure of great relief to a dis 
tressed portion of the community; and candor com- 
peiled him to say that, so far as regarded that act, 
the majority did not come in collision with tke 
Executive, and that it was signed by him. How 
far, insigning it, he gave satisfaction to that portion 
of the community on which henceforth he must 
rely, he (Mr. A.) would not undertake to say. 
That act, however, could not have been passed 
without the ass:stance of some portion of the party 
caljing themselves the Democracy; and it was car- 
ried through, against a most formidable opposition. 
This was not one of the sources of difference be- 
tween the Executive and Congress, neither was it 
one of the things for which the Executive or Con- 
gress could ve held responsible; for, whether good 
or evil resulted from it, each must share the re- 
sponsibility. 

The next act was that first and most material 
remedy to be applied to the relief of the forlorn 
and wretched condition of the nation when this 
parly came into power—the establish nt oi a i.a- 
tional bank. What had Congress done in relavion 
to that subject? They passed the act; and what 
did the Executive do? He vetoed it. C ugrs 
then passed another measure having the same ob- 
jects in view, and expressly framed for the pos 
of avoiding the objections which the Executive had 
made to the first. How was that reeeived? Ditio— 
“veto and ditto.” Now, the administration ef this 
Government had for its object the weifare of the 
people; aod it was the decided, honest, conscien- 
tious conviction of the majority of the two Houses 
of Congress, that at that time a Bank of the 
United States was one of the most important and 
vital measures to be taken for the relief of the 
country. 


His colleague and himself both voted against 
that bill, believing that it was too much accom- 
modated to the passions and prejudices of the Ex- 
excutive, and that too much was sacrificed in the 
hope of obtaining his approbation. The first bill 
was called a Bank of the United States—with an 
bonest pame—what it purported to be: that meas- 
ure had the sanction of a majority of both Houses 
of Consgress—it was the act of Congress. There 
might be a diversity of opinion in the Hense, and 
a powerful party entertaining the opinion that this 
was not a measure calculated to restore the pros- 
perity of the country; but what then was the re- 
jection of that measure? A negative act, at best. 
It was, at best, but a warning off of evil. It did no 
good, and left the country in the same desperate 
state that it was in before the act was passed; it left 
the country to suffer under all those evils, for the 
remedy of which the present Administration was 
placed in power. Was this an act for which the 
country ought to be grateful? Was the failure of 
that measure of relief, a matter for which the Con- 
gress of the United States was responsible? No; 
the responsibility for the failure of that measure 
rested entirely upon the head of the Executive. 
And now, sir, (said Mr. A.) when we go before 
the people—he and ‘his party, and we and ours—to 
join in this battle, what will he say, and what will 
we say, as to the responsibility of that measure? 
We acted, and he declared that action should not 
be had; but did he propose a substitute? Yes, he 
did; and when it was brought before him for his 
signature—framed to meet his views, to the very 
letier of his recommendation—it was vetoed again. 
There was more than one member of Congress 
who had the evidence that he had pledged himself 
to sign it. 


A message was here received from the Senate, 
by Mr. Dickins, their Secretary; after which, 

Mr. A. continued. In referring to this second 
act, for the purpose of ascertaining where the re- 
sponsibility for its failure should rest, it would re- 
cur to the memory of every member of the House 
that the views and opinions of the Executive were 
indulged to an extent that never before was donein 
a lezis!ative body—even to the extent of a change 
of names, and ca!'ing a bank a fiscality, or an ex- 
ch quer of issue; or, in fact, any name bui that 
odious one of a bank. What came next? Re- 
trenchment. In the genera! operations of the two 
Houses, the spirit of retrenchment had, perhaps, 
been over-acted. Many tsought so. They had 
the measure reported by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia {Mr. Summers] operating upon the expendi- 
tures of the House, cutting down and abridging 
the members themselves of that portion of triiling 
expenditures necessary for their convenience, and 
eutting down many other necessary expenditure-. 
A large retrenchment in this way had been made. 
They had also three or fonr select committecs on 
the subdject of retrenchment, from which bills had 
originated. There was the committee of the gen- 
tleman from Ge. rgia, [Wr. Meriwernen,] that of 
the gentleman from Albemarle, [Mr. Gitmer,] 
with several others, whove reports before 
them. Then there were the reductions proposed 
in relation to the army and navy; and let him say, 
thai, whenever a retrenchment or reduction of the 
expen tures of the nation was seriously to be con- 
siderec, it must be n the army aad navy. 


There (sai¢ Mr. A.) you may retresch millions; 
in the expenses of Gor.,,ress, you retrench pica” unes. 
You never will retienc!: for the ben he peo- 
ple of this country, till you retrene. the army and 
navy twenty milhons. And yet he hei heard of 
bringing down the expendi'».es of ac Government 
to twenty millions. Was ‘us great retrenchment 
to be effected by cutting of the paper of members, 
cy reducing the number of pages, and 
down the --aiaries of the coor-keepers?: Hlow much 
could be retreached hat way? If there was to 
be any real retrenchment, it must be in the army 
and-navy. Asincere and honest determination to 
reduce the expenses of the Govern..cnt, was the 
spirit of a very large portion of the two parties in 
the House; znd that was a spirit in wa cn the De- 
mocracy had more me:ii than the oiber party. He 
came here as an humble follower of those who 
went for reirenchment; and, so help him God, so 
Jong as he kept his seat here, he would ecntinne to 
urge retrenchment in the expenditures of the mili- 
tary and naval force. Well, what was the cor- 
responding action of the Executive on this subj ci? 
It was a recommendation to increase the expendi- 
tures both for the army and navy. They had esti- 
mates from the Warand Navy Departments of 
twenty millions. The additions proposed to the 
armed force, as he observed yesterday, fiteen mil- 
lions would not provide for. Where was the spirit 
of retrenchment on the part of the Executive, 
which Congress had a right to expect? How had 
he met the spirit manifested by Congress for re- 
trenchment of the expenditures of the Govern- 
meni? By words—words—and nothing else but 
words. 

And, next, there was the apportionment bill; 
and while on that, too, he must do justice fo the 
Democratic party. The number that was assumed 
in that bill as the basis of representation, he 
thought very improper, very unjast, very much 
opposed to the popular principle on which that 
House should be constituted. But there was one 
leading principle in that act, which would have 
saved a multitude of sins—and that was, the single- 
district system. That single-district principle was 
introduced by a gentleman belonging to the Demo- 
cratic party—[no, noj—by the gentleman from 
South Carolina—[no, no.} He was the intro 
ducer of that principle into that Howse; and it 
would not have been carried without him and 
those of the Democratic party who voted with 
him. That bill, then, was supplemental to the 
Constitution of the United States, and it ought 
to have formed part of the Constitution. What 
said the Constitution? That the people should be 
so divided, that there should be a Representative 
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for a certain number of inhabitants. But five Rep- 
resentatives for five times that number of inhabit 
ants was not one Representative for each of the 
prescribed numbers; and it was act only unconsti- 
tutional, but of a most pernicious character; and it 
was impossible that it could be tolerated for any 
length of time. This apportionment bill provided 
the remedy. It carried outa simple provision of 
the Con-utution, ard a popular principle, into full 
elect. And what had the Executive done with 
that bill? He had “approved” the bill; but he had 
annexed to it a bane to destroy the efficacy of the 
antidote; and what the consequence would be, 
they would soon see. ‘Taere were upon that floor, 
as they might have seen, a number of members 
who were opposed to that principle of single repre- 
sentation for party purposes, for the benefit of the 
negative strength which it gave them against the 
justice which belongs to the great States of this 
Union; for an election by a general ticket never 
represcated more than one-half of the people. 

That act of the President, then, was a veto un- 
deramask. Then came the propositions to in- 
crease the army and the navy; then came the tars 
iff: and the tariff completed the system of the Whig 
party in the two Houses of Congress. The tariff 
vas the instrumeut by which the revenues were to 
be raised, to correspond with the expenditure; and, 
with labor, and against migh'y opposition, that 
measure was carried ‘through twice; and two bills 
had been sent to the President for approbation, and 
he had vetoed them both—and for reasons, be (Mr. 
Apams] supposed, that w-re satisfactory to himself. 
[Laughter.] Whatelse had he done? He (Mr. 
Apams) said—the Judiciary Commit'ee said—(and 
every lawyer who had riven in that House, and 
had undertaken to defend the measure, took care to 
disclaim the opinions of the President as his own) 
that they had come to the collection of ship-money 
on executive authority. The President had as- 
sumed the power to raise revenue for the country; 
and, in raising that revenue, he had undertaken to 
make regulations by which the value of the arti- 
cles was to be deiermined—which the law de- 
clared should be done by Congress. That was 
what he had undertaken to do; and how did he 
stand before the nation on thai? Why, they were 
told it was a question of law, to be decided 
by the Supreme Court of the United States. 
He admitted it must be decided by that court, or 
that jurors would bave to decide whether the Pres- 
ident of the United States had the power of raising 
money by regulations, which the law said should be 
made by Congress; and ‘hereby levyiog hundreds 
of thousands of dollars trom the people. If it 
were to depend alone on the Supreme Court of 
the United States, he should have some hesitation, 
for he well remembered when the question of 
“ship money” was brought up in England, the 
courts decided that the power was in the King, and 
they imposed a fine for resisting it! He (Mr. 
ApamMs) had not entire confiderce in the Supreme 
Court of the United States, which, in what might 
be deemed a necessity, might, as did the judges of 
England, justify the superseding of all law, and 
decide that the power was to be exercised by the 
Executive head. But, as he understood it, this ques- 
tion must be decided by juries; and he preferred go- 
ing before that tribunal, rather than before the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, on that question. 
They would scon see the issuc; and whatever it 
might be, they would soon see on whom the respon- 
sibility rests. Certainly the responsibility could 
not rest on Congress, for Congress had provided 
for the very case whch had occurred. No; bat 
the Executive would not consent to that remedy for 
one short month. 


And now with respect to the distribution of the 
public lands. What was the principle upon 
which the two Houses of Congress had determined, 
time after time, to preceed? That the proceeds of 
the public lands should be divided amongst the 
States of the Union, to enable them to pay their 
debts—their honest debts. They held that the 
property belonged to the nation—that it was the 
inheritance ot the United States—and that, after 
the payment of the debts fer which it was originally 
pledged and acquired, it should be distributed 
amongst them, to enable them to improve that 
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jnheritance,and make the desert blossom like the 
rose. That was the purpose of the distribution; 


and the States had contracted debts, mainly for 


that very improvement of the public domain, to 
the extent of $195,000 000. He had gota siate- 


ment of the whole, and of the purposes and cbhjects | 


for which they were contracted. 


He was obliged to pass over the further consider- | 


ation of that subject,.and go to another; and now, 
with respect to the responsibility which mus® come 
on this House, and the re-ponsibiliry which must 
rest on the President of the Uniied States. They 
were threatened with all sorts of evils for the: 
course, and the President was to be raised higher 
than the stars for bis resisiance to them. ‘lhey 
(the members of the House) had but #@ short time 
to live; on the 34 of March next this Congress dies, 
be its works good or evil. They were in the last 
days of their existence, for they must vecessari!y 


adjourn ina few days, and then there would re- | 


main but three months to them. Politically, then 
every man there wax dead, except these who had 
been re-elected. They had declared that Massa- 
chusetts, in the next Congress, should have but ten 
members. Two had been screwed out of them; 


and he (Mr. Apams) migh! as likely be ene of 


the two, as any other member from Massachuset's. 
Then many gentlemen had declined re-electioii— 
distinguished gentlemen on both sides. ‘There 
was the distinguished member from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Pickens] of the opnositicn ; 


and there was also the distinguished cha :iman of 


the Committee of Ways and Means, [WMr. Fitt- 
MORE,] and many others. Were they going, then, 
to press mountain upon mountain on thore who 
remained to take the responsibility, and pile Peli- 
on on Ossa?_ They all of them, who had been 
there more than one Congress, knew that not more 
than one-half of one Congress belonged to the 
next; and half were then politically dead. And 
now, with this new apportionment bill—with this 
diminution of the members from the severa! States, 
taken with the increase of the members from 
some of the States—the next Congress, under eny 
event, would not contain more than one third of 
the present members. Where, then, was the re- 
sponsibility? Was it the responsibility of dead 
men? And that was a responsibility which they 
must all bear,and sometimes for no offence 3 for 
they must all submit to the will of the people. But 
how was it with the Executive?’ He found gentle- 
men much gratified with the issue of recent elec- 
tions, which promised abundance of Democracy for 
the next Congress. He (Mr. A.) said, let it come; 
but would they harmonize any more then, then they 
now did, with the occupant of the white house? 
Would the Democracy of the next Congress look 
to him as their heed? Let the Democracy consider 
whether there wouid be mere harmony in the next 
Congress, be it Locofoco, Democratic, or whatever 
they might call it. Was it likely that Congress 
would subscribe to his colleague’s profession of 
faith, and promise al'egiance to, and support the 
adminisiration of, Jobn Tyle:? 
tured to say, the President would find his respon 
sibility then weighing heavily upon him, when 
they were in the predicament in which the Latin 


proverb said ‘ nothing bit good should be said of | 


the dead.” They should, however, have the rights 
and privileges of citizens cf the United States, as 
far as the “Captain” would allow them, [laugh- 
ter;] and that would not be a total denial of the 
privilege of speech, and of judging of him, and of 
his administration. 

And perhaps his colleague’s idea was righ!: it 
might not be the next administration that was to 


correct all the evils that exist, but that which was 


to succeed; for the Democracy might find as many 
vetoes for them, as the Whigs had met with. And 
he trusted their disposition to support would be 


gone, if they had it now; for they would but coun- | 


tenance him in that which was at the bottom of 
all this—that is, an election as President of the 
United States, per se. (Laughter.] No; the evil! 
will go on increasing, and then—we shall see what 
we shall see. [Laughter.] There was one thing 
about which he desired to say a word; it was, that, 
amongst others, they were charged with having 
done nothing here but make Presidents. And had 


He (Mr. A.) ven- | 
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the Democrats done anything? Had they agreed 
yet who was to be their man? Tse Whigs, too, 
were also charged with having one man with my 
man Charles. Well, he should say the cordition of 
the Whigs was best, for they had but one man; 
but the Democrats had not told them yet who was 
their s-lection. Andif the Whigs nad cone this, 
who had provoked them toi? But he was toid 
that his time was up. 

The SPEAKER replied that the gentleman was 
entitled to six m.nules. 

Mr. ADAMS resumed. 
an examination c! the reasons assigned by the 
President ia his message. He was about to come 
to it; for, coming from the source it did, and con- 
aining such a multitude of reasons, he (Mr. A.) 
thought respect was due to it, (Laughter] if they 
cid not treat it wiih the utmost degree of gratitude. 
{Renewed laughter.]} He would, therefore, con- 
clude by moving that the message containing the 
reasons of the President for his vetoing this bill, 


He had not come tc 


be referred to a select committee, with mstrve icas' | 


to report to the Honse u;on it. The committee he 
should prefer to see rather large—at least as large 
az any standing commitice: he wor! zo beyond 
that number, and name thirtcen; it was the good 
old number of the criginai Siates of this Union. 
He would make it twenty-six—the number of all 
the States of the Union; but be was apprehensive 
that number would be too large—at !east so large 
as to make it probable thit there toight be a good 
deal of delay in obtaining a report. He should, 
therefore, make a motion that this message be re- 
ferred to aselect commitiee of thirieen members, 
with instructions to report upon it to the House. 

Mr. MORGAN obtained the floor; but 

Mr. FOSTER of Georgia rose to a question of 
order. He wished to know whether the moticn 
made by the gentleman fron: Massachusetts {Mr. 
ApaMs] was in order. The Constitution provited 
what should be done on this occazion, and he sub- 
mitted that it was not competent to make a motion 
to refer. 

The SPEAKER was understood to overrule the 
objection. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL wished to know what 
question was under consideration—whether it was 
a question of reference. 

Mr. FOSTER said, if such was the decision of 
the Speaker, he shoul. be under the necessity of 
appealing from it. 

The SPSAKER (who was heard very indis- 
tinctly) went into some explanations, which were 
understoud to be that the House alone had control 
of the matter, and ibe House could lay it on the 
table, or send it to either a select commilice or 
Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. FOSTER said, with great deference to the 
Speaker, ne should appeal irom the decision. 

Mr. WISE wished to know what the decision 
was, before it wasdebated. 

The SPEAKER was understood to explain that 
the question raised was not one to be decided by 
the Speaker, but by the House, and he had made 
no decision. 

Mr. FOSTER wished to understand whether 
the Speaker had decided to entertain the metion of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts to refer? 


. 
«i 


Tie SPEAKER said the motion was enter- 
tained 

Mr. FOSTER said then he apnealed from that 
decision, and he relied on this provision of the Cen- 
stitution: 


‘Every bill which shall have passed the ITouse of Represent- 
atives and the Senate, shall, betore it becomes a iaw, he pre 
sented to the President of the United S:ates; if he approve, he 
shall sign it; but if not, he shall return it, with his ob} ctior 
to that liouse in w h itshall have origina e'}, whosha 
ter the objectionsat lai: iiew journal, and proceed te re- 
consider it. It, after such reconsiderauon, two rds of that 
Hien iilavreet ass the bill, it shall be sent, togeth with 
ur opiec Ions, to il i | ti | dy Ww sl t | b ; hike 
wise reconsidered, and f approved t vo-thirds of that Liouse, 
it shall become a law.’ 


Tiere, then, the Constitution plaihly pointed ont 
what! sheuld be their proceedings on the return ef 
the bill with the President’s vete; and the Chair 
could entertain no motion which gave lt a different 
direction than the Constitution prescribed. The 
Constitution prescribed the form of proceeding; 
and, therefore, with good reason, the rv‘es of the 
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House had not, amongst their provisions, anything 
to contravene the Consiitution. He maintained, 
therefore, that the Chair could not enteriain the 
motion of the gentleman from Massachus tts; but, 
in the language of the Constitution, the House 
must “‘proceed to reconsider” and deter mine on th 

passage of this bill. E 

The SPEAKER, in furiher explanation, said, if 
@ motion !o arrest debate by the previous qaestion 
were made, it would be ia order. And again: was 
the Honse bound to consider the bill, without an 
adjournment or other motions, which were always 
in order under the ordinary rules of proceeding? 
And would nota motion to refer to a select come 
mittee, or to a Committee of the Whole, be just as 
much the action of that body upon it, as if they sat 
on it here? 

Mr. CUSHING said when his colleague [Mr. 
Apams] took the floor, the pending question was 
the question medc by the Cunstiiution—on the pass- 
age «f the bill. 

Mr C.J. iSGERSOLL said the question was 
one of “reconsideration.” 

Mr. CUSHING said the question was, Will the 
House pass this bill, notwithstanding the objections 
of the Presiden:? and that, as he understood it, was 
the issue. But what had his colleague moved? 
The disposition of aahing not before the House— 
the message, which the Constitution had disposed 
of, by putting iton the journal; and that was his 
objection to the ruling of the Chair. While the 
question on the passage of this bill was pending, it 
was out of order to take up the message which was 
yesterday entered upon the journal, and refer it to 
acommitice. The question was, Will the House 
pass this bill? and the message was not in the pos- 
session of the House, except as a matter of history, 
to be commented upon. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD thought if the House 
would listen to a little common sense, they would 
see that the reference of the message was a con- 
stitutional and correct proceeding. He then con- 
tended that, if the Executive should return a bill, 
with the information that certain facis had been 
discovered, of which Congress had no knowledge 
when the bil! was passed, the House would appoint 
a committee to ascertain the truth of the statement, 
and to examine the facts. The message certainly 
alleges no discovery of facts, but it contains rea- 
sons and matiers of opinion; end if they could in- 
vestigate matters of fact, they could assuredly 
inquire into matters of opinion, and report on 
reasoning as well as on facts. 

Mr. CUSHING again appealed to the language 
of the Constitution, and contended that the House 
mest proceed to “recons.der” the bill. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD resumed, and illustrated 
his position at some lergih. 

Mr. ADAMS modified his motion, so as to refer 
the bill, as weil as the message, to a select com- 
mittee. 

Mr. WISE took the same line of argument as 
Mr. Cusning, relying on the language of the 
Constitution. He asked the Speaker, if to “recon- 
sider”? was, in @ parllamertary sense, synonymous 
with the verb to refer or fo commit. The par- 
lamentary law of this Honse was the Constitution, 
which prescribed the mode of proceeding; but, by 
its reference to a cormitiee of thirteen, a majority 
of seven could refu e to report, and thereby indefi- 
nitely postpene; which the House had no power 
tod. 

Were gentlemen uneasy lest 
should be exposed? Did they desire to drive us to 
the last day of the session before the question of 
reconsiceration could be taken up, when most of 
the members would be reuriag, in the expectation 
that the subject was buried? What was the de- 
sizaj—-whai the aim and object of the motion? 

de could not discover it. The object of reference, 
in all cases except sucn as this, was alteration or 
amendment. Did the gentieman propose that this 
bill shou,d be amended? Was thatthe object of 
his motion for commitment? No, sir; neither he, 
nor any man in that Egpusre, would undertake to 
assert that the committee might report an ametd- 
meant to the bill. What then? Would they refer 


their weakness 


the President’s objections to the select commiitee, 
with a view \o being advised by that commitieg 
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whevher the bill should be reconsidered? That 
would not be a reconsideration of the bill, as direct- 
ed by the Constitution. Nor wouid the House be 
any nearer to a decision afier the committee had 
mde their report, ‘han they were already. The 
gentisman from Kertucky complaived that they 
shou'd be called on vote immediately, and (*s 
the gentleman considered) bind‘old, upon this 
bill—ay, blindfold. The gentleman feared he 
would be forced to vote blindfo:d wpon a subject 
which they had heen considering 
Why, this very bilt had been actually, sub judice, 
before Congress for the last three or four months. 
Would the gentleman that he was voling 
blindfeld —toat he had not consid red the bill? 

Mr. FILLVIORE submitted whether the gentle- 
man should not limit the discussion to the questioh 
of order. 

Mr. WISE eaid he was testing the question of 
order. The manner in which he chose to test that 
question, might not suit his friend’s logic, but it 
suited his own. He would submii to no man as 
to whether his logic were g The qnes- 
tion was, whether the motion of (he eentleman trom 
Massachusetts was The S, de- 


to 


for eight months, 


i¢mit 


od or bad. 


in order. eaker 


clared that in his judgment the monuon was in or- 
der. 
Mr. W. ¢z.id he believed it would be sufficient- 


ly logical in showing the reasons that governed him 
against the decision of the Speaker, to ioquire why 
there should be a commitment, when jacr 

nothing for a commitiee to do. VYhe committee 
could net reform or amend the bi!l in any respect; 
the only prerogative of the commitiee wou! be to 
recommend to 're House whether it should recon- 
sider the bill or not. Wou!d that be 2 reconsidera- 
tion by the House? It would be a mere qnestion 
of advisement. He (Mr. W’.) would stick 'o the 
letier of ; And he would put it 'o 


was 


the Constiiniion. 
the good sense of jhe House itse!f, whether a ref- 
erence to a committee, and an advisement by that 
committee, wonld be within the meanirg ef the 
Constitution, which ceclares that the He nse shall 
proceed to reconsider the bill? Sir, (saii Mr. W.,) 
after you bave procecded to reconsider the bi!!, yeu 
may commi! the mes-age, if you like; you may do 
what you please with the President's objection’, you 
may refer them to the gentleman from Sia sachu- 
setts, and you may again have the Devil quou 
scripture. 

[Mr. Wise was here called to order by the 
Speaker, and admonished to keep within the bonnas 
ot parliamentary d-corum.] He ther proceeded: 
After you have disposed of the question of reeoa- 
sideration, I say, you may then, if it be in order— 
that is, if other business have not precedence, take 
up and dispose cf the objections; but, in reference 
to the bill itself, the Censtitution says you [he 


Hou-e] shall—it is imperative—shall proceed to 
reconsider immediately; that is, within a rea- 
sonabie time, and to decide upon it by yeas and 
nays. You shall proceed to do whai?—to recon- 
sider. ‘Tne word has here its parliamentary sense 
and meaning; aud it has its specie! constitutional! 
sense in this case. You shall pot refer it, for it is 


in vain. None other but you [h> House] can 
reconsider it. The committce cannct amend i; in 
fine, you yourseives cannot amend it. But I may 
be told it is not the bill you are striking out by this 
action, but the objections to the bill. 

In reference to the objections, the Constitution 
has prescribed your duty. You shall spread them 
upon the journa!: there they shall stand as a per- 
petual reeord. You cannot act upon the objec- 
tions, unti] you have first proceeded to reconsider 
the bill. Task the Speaker, therefore, if the ques- 
tion were upon the objections alone, whether any 
action can b? taken, !n the first instance, upon the 
message separately? The appeal was taken on the 
question of referring the bill itself; but, by coupling 
the objections with it, you are acting, in point of 
fact, on the objections first. If, then, the commi?- 
tee cannot amend the bi], but may actand report 
upon the objections accoinpanying the bill, you are 
proceeding, befure you recomider the bill, to obtain 
a report upon the merits and demerits of the objec- 
tions. I askif this is legitimate? I ask if you can 
do that, by indirect means, which you carnot do 
directly? T—Tne Constitution expressly declares what 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


shall be the action of the House, in the first in- 
stance, upor the bill—by proceeding to reconsider 
it; and, in the next piace, what shall be the action, 
and a different action, upon the objections—by en- 
tering them upon the journals, 

The Speaker, after intimating that the motion 


to refer ihe meceaze inciuded the bill, took good 
care to celi upon the gentleman to am nd his mo- 
tion. Sunpo-e the clouse had proce dei jo recon- 


sider the bil!, or had refused to reconsider it: would 
it have been in order to tak 


up the objeciions, In 
preference to the other business of the Flouse, and 
referithem to a committee alone? No,sor; it would 


have required the corcurrence of two-thirds of the 
members of this House io act upon the obj-ctions 
alone. Other business world have had nrecedencc; 
but the action being upon the bill—having actually 
entered upon its reconsideration, which was post- 
poned from yesterday—vyou now couple that which 
is out cf orver, with that which is in order; you 
new couple with the bill (which is the only subject 
of consideration) the objections to the bill, the 
consideration of which 
outof order. There never was a plainer case in 
the world, wnless genilemen are prepared to decide 
that to commit and to reconsicer, in a parliament- 
ery sence, are syhonymons, 

Mr. FILLMORE said he ha’ listened with a 
good deat of atrention to the arguments of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, They were founded vpon 
the gentleman’s own construction. 

The SPEAKER desired the gentleman from 
New York to suspend his remarks for a momcnt, 
that he (ihe Speaker) might refer to a precedent, 
which he considered precisely in point. He refer- 
red to an «ct passed in 1832,which had not re- 
ceived the assent of the President, but was return- 
ed to the House at the commencement of the suce- 
ceeding ,eccompanied by the Presideni’s 
reasons for w.thhviding his assent. A mo’ion was 
then ade, in tse precise terms of the motion now 
made by the gentleman from Massachusetts, and 
was adepted. "Phe bill and the 
case went together to the 
came back to the House. 

Mr. WISE begged to remind the Speaker that 
he (Mr. Wise) was not at that time a member of 
this House 

Mr. FILLMORE then proceeded with his re- 
marks. If the gentleman was apprehensive that, 
in case this bill and the accompanying message 
should be re‘erred toa committee, they Would never 
come back, he begged to assure the lionorable gen- 
tleman that they would come back long before he 
and his friends desired to see them come; and a re- 
port with them, which he would perhaps desire as 
littie to see. He (Mr. F) was in favor of the 
reference, in consequence of the importance of the 
involved between Congress and tke Ex- 


at this time is altogether 


seeeyor 


me:sage in that 
commitice, and never 


que: tioa 
ecutive. 

Mr. F. then 
table, 

Upon this question, the yeas and nays being tas 
ken, resulted as fol) yeas i106, nays 87. 

Mr. ADAMS said he wou!d modify bis motion 
by stmking out the word ‘*bii’—as gentlemen 
seemed to consider the bill as being distivet from 
the messaze; though he (Mr. A.) had regarded it 
as a pari ol the message. 

Mr. WISE renewed the question ef order. The 
gentleman, he said, could not m»ve to refer the 
messace to a select committee for any purpose. 
The gentleman had now moved, as he understood, 
to covimit ihe message of the President to a select 
committee, h instructions to report thereon; in 


moved to lay the appeal vpon the 


OiOW as 


Wia 
other words, before we proceed to reconsider the 
bill, we will refer the message, and obtain a report 
froma committee. 

Mr. ADAMS. Thatis, a reconsideration. 

Mr. WISE continued. He (said he) had a pre- 
cedent diree’ly in point on this questiin. In the 
spring of 1832, within Jess than ten days of the ad- 
journment of the Congress of the United States, a 
a bill, entitled An act for the improvement of cer- 
tain harbors, and of the navigation of certain riv- 
ers, was sentto the President for his concurrence, 
and was by him rejected. There being less than 
ten days between the time of sending the bill to the 
President and of the adjournment of Congress, the 


President did not return the bill; but, in common 
parlance, he pocketed it. 

Mr. LINN of New York rose to a question of 
order. He desired to know whether a question 
of order was debatable, before an appeal was 
made? 


Mr. WISE hoped the gentleman would be pa- 
tient. He was perfectly in order. He hoped the 
gentigman would not disturb the weight of the au- 
thority which he was about to cite, with these re- 
peated interrup'ions. He was about to state that 
the bi'l, having been sent to the then President— 
that stern patriot, General Jackeon—was by him 
not vetoed; but, at the commencement of the next 
session, sent back, accompanied by a message, 
telling Congress it had failed to become a law. 
That message—not a veto message—was referred 
to a select committee. No question, of course, 
was taken upon reconsideration. None could be 
taken, because there the bill had dicd. No life was 
leftin it, upon which future action could be had. 
Now, this very precedent (added Mr, Wise) which 
I have cited against this motion, has been adduced 
by the honorable Speaker as a precedent in favor 
ef the motion o! the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts. The Speaker was in error. Tat was not 
a veto message; but was a message sent to Con- 
gress at its nest meeting, six menths after- 
wards. 

[Mr. W. here read a part of the message referred 
to.] 

The President did not return that bill to the 
House for reconsideration. That would have been 
a negative preper; but he merely informed the 
House that he had withheld his assent, for certain 
reasons which he set forth, and, therefore, it was 
not to be reconsidered. It could not be reconsid- 
ered, for the time for its reconsideration kad gone 
by; but the message was referred to a committee, 
and all action on it was entirely smothered. That 
was an entirely different— 

A member interposed. The gentleman had 
no right to debate the point of erder until an ap- 
peal was taken from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. WISE said certainly he understood the 
Chair as having decided. Tie Chair and himself 
perfectly understood each other. The Constitution 
declares that, if any bil ska!l not be returned 
within ten days after it shail have been presented 
to the President for bis signa‘ure, it sha!l be deemed 
to be a law, unless Congress, by an adjournment, 
prevent its return; in which case, it shall not be a 
law. So you perceive that was not a law at all; 
it was not even a bill;. it was dead; it was com- 
pletely lifeless. But the case is different as re- 
gards this bill: if, on reconsideration, two-thirds of 
both Houses be found to vote for it, it will become a 
law. Butin that case, the bill had been suffered 
to b come a ecrp-e; it had been permitted to die; 
therefore it was that the House was not required 
to reconsider i’. But in this case, you are re- 
quired to take action upon the bill, and to recon- 
sider it. You are peremptorily to proceed to re- 
consider it. Tne question is, therefore, will the 
House falfil the daty incumbent upon it, or will 
it refuse to fulfil that duty? 

Toe Speaker has cited to you a precedent, then, 
which is precisely in point to show the contrary 
of his position upon this questicn. My second 
point is--the House cannot ect upon the message, 
before it acts upon the bill. And certainly the 
Speaker will now sustain me in this point: that, 
having spread the message upon the journal dis- 
tinct from the bill, in obedience to the mandate of 
the Constitution, you cannot actupon that message 
before you have preceeded to reconsider the bill. 
But my principal object in making this appeal 
Was to correct the Speaker in the citation so un- 
fortunately made of that precedent which he stated 
tothe House. The question is, now, whether the 
House will proceed to reconsider the bill? or, 
whether it will give the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts another opportunity of attacking the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and of treating us to a 
repetition of his vituperaticn? I have no doubt 
we shall see the President as much maligned and 
vilified for this veto, as he has been for assenting 
to others. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he believed it was agreeas 


= er" Sa 


' ae wy & 


eo FC ome Ww rH se Ee Oe SUS 


were 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 











ble to the practice of Congress to refer all messages 
of the President to a committee. But it was con- 
tended that this was an exception to the general 
rule; and upon what ground was that exception 
urged? Because the Constitution reqiires us to 
recons der the bill. He (Mr. F.) did not conceive 
that the injunction of the Constilvtion was so per- 
emptory. They might debate the bil! from day io 
day; and there was no time specified withia which 
the final vote must be taken. This matter was 
one of the gravest Importance, and one which, it 
seemed to him, above al! others, deserved the seri- 
ous consideration of a committee. They were 
bound as well to consider the reasons assigned by 
the President for rejecting the bill, as they were lo 
reconsider the bill itself. 


It was proposed to refer this message of the 
President to a large committee, at the head of 
which would be placed the father of the House, 
and a man who once filled the high station of 
President. Could the friends of the Executive ob- 
ject to this disposition of it? Could they object to 
a scrutiny of the message before tiie country?) But 
it was objected that this committee might not re- 
port at all. Certainly, this cijection bad no weight 
in it, when it was remembered that the me-sa¢ 
only would be referred, and that the bill would 
s'ill lie on the table. 

Mr. F. concluded by moving to lay the appeal 
on the table; which motion was carried in the al- 
firmative. 

Mr. MORGAN rose, as he said, to a point of 
order; and was proceeding to say what he con- 
ceived would be the effects and advantages of re- 
ferring the message to a select committee, when 
a number of members called him to order. He 
then moved the previous question; and said he 
would not withdraw it for any man on earth. 

Mr. HOLMES inguired whether, when the re- 
port came in from the select committee, it would 
not be allowed to be debated? 

Mr. FILLMORE. Certainly; certainly. 

In answer to some inquiries as to the effect of the 
previous question, 

The SPEAKER said it would bring the House 
to a direct vote upon the motion of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. 

The previous question was then put 
ried, and the main ques! 
put. 

Mr. ATHERTON appealed from the decision 
of the Speaker, that the second of the previous 
question brought the House to a direct vote on the 
motion to refer to a select committee. He main- 
tained that the previous question cut off the mo- 
tion to refer, and brought the House to a direct 
vote upon the reconsideration of the bill and its 
passage, notwithstanding the objections of the 
President. 

The decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia raived a similar point 
of order; but was also overruled. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
Mr. Avams’s motion to refer the message of the 
President to a select committee of 13, and carried 
in the affirmative—yeas 108, nays 84, as follows: 


and car- 
tion ordered to be now 


YEAS—Messrs, Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Sher- 
lock J. Andrews, Appleton, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, 
Barnard, Barion, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, borden Botts, 


Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Milten Brown, Jeremiah trowa, 
Burnell, William Butler, Calhoun, William B. Campbel!, Thom 
as J. Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, John C, 
Clark, James C oper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, G. Davis, 
Jno. Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, F illmore, A. L. Foster, Gam- 
ble, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Granger, Green, Halli, [alsted, 
Howard, Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, 
John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Linn, MceKennan, Thomas F. 
Marshall, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Mayvard, Moore, Mor- 
gan, Morrow, Owsley, Pearce, Pendleton, Powell, Ramsey, 
Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridg- 
way, Rodney, William Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, 
Shepperd, Slade, Sollers, Stanly, Stratton, Alexander H. H 
Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, John B. Thomp- 
son, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, tom! inson 
Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Wallace, Wairen, Washing 
ton, Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, Christ op! her H. W 
liams, Joseph L, Williams, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John 
Young—108. 

NAYS—Messts. Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, Pidlack, Black 
Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V. a Charles Brown, Burke, John 
Campbell, Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, 
Mark A. — er, Cushing, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, 
Dean, Doan, Doig, John C. Edw: tds, Egbert, Jolin G. Floyd, 
Thomas F. Foster, Gilmer, William O. Goole, Gordon, Gustine, 
Gwin, Habersham, Harris, Hastings, Hays, Holines, Houston, 
Hubard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, William W. Irwin, 
Cave Joknson, John W, Jones, Keim, Lewis, Abraham McUici- 
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lan, Robert McClellan, 
Medill, Mill 
eding, Re 


McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, 
r, Mitchell, Newhard, Parmenter, Plumer, Proffit, 
} nolds, Riggs. Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, 
Shields, Snyder, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, Jacob Thompson, 
Turney, V Buren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, James W. 
Willams, Wise, and Wood—aAt. 
Mr. COOPER of Sinessbaiail then moved that 
the bill be, for the presen’, lan! upon the table, 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON raised a poiut of 
order, Whether the motion could be reerived. He 


{} contended that the first question now to be taken 


ison ine gy 


assage il, and no 


otiea to lay 
tertained in 


it en the iable eou'd be en order 

The SPEAKER overrnled the point of order 
and was su:tained by the House. 

Mr. ATHERTON inquired whether, in case the 
bill be now Jaid on the table, it would not require 
a vote of two-thirds to take it up? 

The SPEAKER said no, a majority might 
take it up. 

Mr. GILMER irqnired whether, in the 
that the bill was laid cn the table, it 
in order to introduce another 

Tre SPEAKER s: 
prope sed to | 
returned by the President with hi objec 

Mr. GILMER remarked that be she 
not wish to bring in such ¢ a 
been vetoed 

The question was 
bill vpon the table, 
aves 97, noes 73 

Toe SPEAKER laid before the House a num- 
ber of executive documents, viz? 

A communication trom the Treasury Depart- 
ment, in answer tothe resolntign of the House, 
calling for the amount received into the treasury from 
duties since June 30h. {It states that the amount 
from cash duties has been $1,494,379; and from 
bond: previously given and becoming due since 
30\h June, $628,651. Laid on the table, and cr- 
dered to be nrinted. 

A communication from the S:ate Ah sagen 
transmittirg an account of Tho: Allen, for 
printing the Compendiem cf the Six: a Census. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, it wa: 
to the select committee on that subject. 

A communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, Registers office, transmitting a st nt of 
the liabilities of Uni s on the 4th of March, 
184]: laid on {jhe table, and ord-red to be printed. 

A communication from the War Department, 
in ansver to aresolution, calling fer the number 
of colired persons enlisied in the navy of the 
n tre table, and ordered to be 


& 


event 
would not be 
revenue bili? 

id it would, provided the bill 
roduced was dissimilar from that 
e ions. 


uld certainiv 


bill as thas which had 


then taken upon laying the 
and decided in the afiirmative— 


referred 


eme 


wn 


ij « 
ed plat 
> 
ly 
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United States: laid ¢ 
printed. 

A communication from 
in answer io aresvlution calling for information 
as to the allowance made to Jos. M. Hernandez. 

A communication from the Post Oifice Depart- 
ment, transmitting, in accordance with the aet re- 
organizing that depariment, a of the ex- 


Zin a i stat 
fiscal year: laid 


the War Department, 


nient 
penditures therein during the pas 
on the table, and crdered 

A number of bil 
to the approy 


s from the 8 


yriate standi 


nete were referred 
z commili'ces; and several 


bills returned from that body with ameadment:, 
were considered the amendments concurred in. 
Mr. COOPER of Pennsy!vania then moved that 


the House go Commiitee of 
the purpose of up the biil 
ants under the 14th and 
Rabbit creek treaty. 
Mr. BARNARD hoped the House would act on 


into the Wohoie, fur 
to satisfy claims 


19th articles of Dancirg 


taking 


he bili to alter the judicial cireuit of the United 
States 

The question was taken on Mr. CPER’s mo- 
tion, and earried. 

So the House resolved i'self into Commit'ee of 
the Whole, (Mr. Hepxins of Virginia in the 
chair.) 

When the committee lest rose, the question be- 
fore it was on the biil to amend the act providing 


payment for horses and other property lost in the 
miiitary service of the United Siates. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania moved. to lay 
aside ihat bill, and take up the bill to provide for 
the satisfaction of claims arising under the 14h 
and 19:h articies of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit 
creek, 
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After some conversation between Messrs. COW- 
EN, COOPER, ARNOLD, BARNARD, ROOSE- 
VELT, and others, Mr. COOPER withdrew his 
motion, and the commitiee resumed the con- 
sideration of the bill providing payment for lost 
horses, &e, 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS offered an amendment, 
to include certain Tennessee volunteers, who equip- 
ped themselves, and marched to the seat of war, 
but were not received in the service of the United 
States. 

This amendment was supported by Messrs. 
TURNEY, C. H. WILLIAMS, and WM. B. 
CAMPBELL; but it was rejected. 

Mr. STANLY made some rewarks in opposition 
to the bill. 

Mr. GIDDINGS offered an amerdment, provi- 
ding that nothing therein contained should be so 
construed as to authorize payment for any lost 
herse, where, by the terms of the law on which 
the enlistments were made, the owner took upon 
himself the risk of said horse. 

A‘tera discussion—in which the amendment was 
supported by Mr. GIDDINGS, and oppesed by 
Messrs. CHAPMAN, TURNEY, and WM. B. 
CAMPBELL—he ameidment was rejected: ayes 
69, noes 65 

Mr. HARRIS offered an amendment, to include 
teamsters, su. 2s to nn them for lost horses 
and wagons: rejecte 

Mr. GID DINGS sed an amendment, provi- 
ding that the value of the horse, at the time of his 
loss, should only be paid for, instead of the value 
of the horse at the time his owner entered the ser- 
vier: rejected 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported. 

Mr. COOPER moved totake up the bill No. 
216, providing satisfaction for claims arising under 
the 14th and 19:h articles of the treaty of Dancing 
Rabbit creek. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved to take up the bill redu 
ting the pay and mileage of members of Congress, 
and the salaries of the different officers of Govern- 
nient, 

Mr. BARNARD moved to take up the bill pro- 
viding further remedial! justice im the courts of the 
United States. 

The question was taken, and, Mr. J. Cooprr’s 
motion being carried, the committee took up the 
bill moved by him. 

Mr. J. COOPER explained the purposes and 
propriety of ints bill; and, 

Atter a few words from Mr. STANLY and 


oihers, 
The bill was laid aside to be reported. 
Mr. LEWIS then moved that the committee 


take up and consider a bill authorizing the settle- 
ment end payment of ceriain claims of the State 
of Alabama; which was agreed to. 

Messrs. COWEN, STANLY, ADAMS, A. 
V. BROWN, C. H. WILLIAMS, LEWIS, 
SHIELDS, M A. COOPER, and h icKAY briefly 
debated this bili; and it was then laid aside to be 
reported. 

Mr. BOWNE then moved that the committee 
rise; but, on a divison, it was found that there was 
no quorum in aliendarce. 

Tne commiitee accordingly rose, and its Chair- 
man reported that fact to ‘the House 

The Houce then adjourned at 5 o’clock. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, August 11, 1842. 


A message wes received from the House of 
Representatives, announcing that that House had 
receded from i's amendment to the bill for the re- 
lief of Joseph F. Caldwell; also, that it had disa- 
greed to the report of the committees of conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
bill respeciing the reorganization of the army, and 
recommended the appointmeat of another commit- 
tee of conference on said disagreeing votes. 

On motion of Mr. PRESFON, the proposition 


of the House was agreed to; and the Chair was 
empowered to appoint another committee of con- 
ference. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the proceedings of a 
meeting of the citizens of Caroline county, Vir. 
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ginia, agalvsta protective tariff, and approving 
the action of the Executive cn the revenue bill. 
Mr. C. said that the resolutions asserted two 
points in which he entirely accorded: the one was, 
that the Government could not honestly aid the 
people in pay!xg their debis, except by lessening 
the taxes; and the other was, that industry, frugal- 
ity, and economy could alone create wealth er re- 
lieve pecuniary disire s; and that the people sheuld 
look to labor, and not law, to relieve them. He 
(Mr. C ) believed that retrenchment and economy 
on the part of the Governmeat, and the !essening 
of the burdens of the peop'e, would be the surest 
meabs to restore the country to prosperitv, and 
produce and continue a sound currency. On his 
motion, the document was referred to ine Commit- 
tee on Finance, and ordered to b 
Mr. EVANS, from the Commitice on Finance, 
reported back, with sundry amendments, the bill 
making appropriations for the contingent expen 
of the depari.acnis, and for other objec s usually 
provided tor, but which were omitted in the 





printed 


general appropriation bill. The amendments were 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MILLER, from the Commitiee on the Post 
Office aud Pest loads, moved that that committee 
be discharged from the ‘urther consideration of the 


memorial of James Reeside 
of a jucgment, on 
has been prosecuied by the 
motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported back, without amen’ ment, and witha rec- 
ommendation that it do pass, House bill for the 
relief of John Core. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Cemmi'tee on Pen- 
sions, reported back, with an amendment, House 
bill for the relief of Effie Van Ness. 

Mr. BAVES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
made an adverse report on the House bill for the 
relief of Nathan Baldwins, of New York; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PRESTON asked the Senate to take up for 
consideration the joint resoiution submitted by him 
some days since, providing for the rermbursement 
to the treasury of the moneys which may be hervafte: 
expended in extinguishing Indian titles to land; 
but after 2 suggesticn by Mr. MOREHEAD, that 
he wished to prepare some amendments restrictive 
of the resolution, and a few remarls by Messrs. 
PRESTON and ALLEN, the mouon to take up 
was not pressed, 

Several adverse reports on private claims, of 

standing committees, were concurred in 

The bill to ine rea e the pay of cflicers ¢ 
revenue service, while employed in the n 
United States, came upin its order. Altera few 
remarks by Messrs. SMITH of Indiana, HUN- 
TiNGTON, KING, an! WOODBURY, who 
seemed to cor ur tha ', lo prevent special legisla- 
tion, ageneral bill of the kind 
yel, owing to the Jateness of the session, and the 
importance of the bill, and the embarrassed con- 
dition of the treasury, i was,on motion of Mr. 
SMITH ot Indiana, laid on the table. 

Mr. ROBERTS, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which had been re- 
ferred the bill for the re:ief of Hezekiah Cunning- 
ham, which had been returned from the Howse 
with an amendment, reporied the same back, with 
a recommenda'ion that the Senate do not concur 
in the amendment of the House. 

The qsestion was then put on non concurring 
with the amendment; and carried in the aflirmative 

The bill to esiablish a police for the protection 
of public and private proper'y in the city of Wash- 
ingion, came up in order asin commiltee of the 
whole—ihe question pending being on the amend- 
ment to strike out so much of the bill as vested 
the power in the President of the United States to 
appoint the captain and lieutenants of the watch, 
and the auxiliery watchmen, and to vest the power 
in the maror of the city cf Washington. 

Mr. TAPPAN demanded the yeas and nays cn 
the amendment; which were not ordered. 

The quest:on was then put, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

The question now being, Shall the amendment 
be engrossed, and the bill read a third time? 


, Pyiying the payment 
the ground that a writ of error 
United Staies. The 
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Mr. BUCHANAN demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered; and the question be:ne pui, it 
nays 20, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Meosrs. Archer, Bates, Rovyard, Berrien, 
Conrad, Critrenden, Evans, Graham, Kerr, Ma;gum, 
Morehead, Pheljs, Porter, Preston, hives, Simmor 
White, and Woodbri 2 

NAYS—Messrs. A Beaton, Buehanan, Calhoun, Clay- 
t oM Roberts, Smith 
f ¢ nec t, Smith ot ae ec mn, T appan, Wilcox, 
Williams, Woodbury, Wright 1 Young—20. 

The bill for the relief of Henry M. Shreve, and 


to authorize the purchase of his patent for the 
\ 


Choate, 
Miller, 
13, Sprague, 


jesnag-boat, was taken up as in committee of the 


whol 
Mr. MOREHEAD, from the select committee 
, explained that it proposed to 


| appropriate $30,000 for the purchase of the snag- 
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boat. 

Messis. KING, CRITTENDEN and ARCHER 
— ~ the bill, and particularly in the pre-ent 
— of the treasury. 

Ss EVI ER test'fied to the advanteges of the 
bi a ‘ he Government in clearing the rivers, but 
iva $20 UCO was —. s anne nt. 

Messrs. LINN and 80 1LSAD spoke of the 

great importar’e of the tee 10 the Government, 
and the bevefit it had derived from its use in re- 
trieving immense quantities of land which were 
submerged in consequence of the rafts formed in 
the rivers, aud which had been removed by the 
use of this boa'; but they were not dispozed to 
press the passage of the bi/l against the wishes of 
the Scnate «1 this sess:on—unless, indeed, the appro- 
priation of $100,000, which was pending in the 
other House, should be mace to remove obstrue 
tions to the We stern rivers, which would render 
the purchase of the boat necessary. 

On motion of Mr. CONRAD, the bill was laid 
on the table. 

Houre bills, entitled An act for 

George Shefil-r; An aet fo r the relief of John Jor- 
den; and an - for the eeliefof the heirs and rep- 
resen aria Tho yas A’kkinso n, ve pase; were 
consic tered as in committee of the whole, re ported 
the Senate, read the third iime, and passe. 
Hi: muse b ll entitled An act for the relief of the 
heirs of James L. May, vas taken up, and consid- 
ered as in commiitee of the whole; amended, on 
the motion of Mr. WOODRIDGE, to read “for 
the relief of the heirs, assignees, or legal represent- 
atives of James May;” reported to the Senate, 
and ordered to be engrossed tor a third reading. 

Mr. RIVES moved to take up the report of the 
Commitiee on Foreign Relations, touching certain 
memorials and communications referred to it oa 
the subj ct of orevat inating in the non-ful- 
fiiment of the Mcxican treaty on the part of Mexi- 
co, and that it be reed. 

T yt was taken upand read. 


ge rey 
US then, by insiruction of 


the relief of 


to 


ces ori 


Mr. RIVE the com. 
mittee, moved that the committee Le dischar:ed 
from the further cousideration of the subject. — 

The commi'tee was ace réingly discharged. 

[The cone'udirg part of the report isin the fol- 
lowing words: 


‘In regardto theclaims thus undisposed of at the expiration 
of the mixed commission, the committee are of opinion. not 
withstanding the titimiation to the contrary contained in two 
letters of the Mexican commissioners, addressed to the Secreta 
ry of State on the 25 hare! 26th of Pobruary that they are 
to be reg irded as still subsisting clatins against the Goverument 
| Mexica, li no manner Wate varied by the convention or 


the proceedings vd ‘rit, and eutitle 2ccording to ther in. 
trinsic meri o the fat ‘fal countenance and support of the 
Government ot the United States, in prosecuung them to a final 
adjusiment j 


House bills 
Catharine W. 
Pratt the ben 


entiiled An act for the relief of 
Calender; An act eranting Sally 

fit of the act of the 7th July, 1833; 
and An act tor the relief of Barnabas Palmer; 
were talien up as in committee of the whole, on ad- 
verze reports of the Committee on Pensions, and 
indefinitely postponed. 

House bill entitled An act fer the relief of the 
heirs of James Maglenin, late of the city of Balti- 
more, deceased, was taken up as in committee of 
the whole, on an adverse report of the Committee 
on Claims; and, cn motion of Mr. GRAHAM, was 
indefinitely postponed. 

The bill, entitled An act to provide for ascertain- 
ing and disposing of the lead mineral! lands in the 
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State of Illinois, and the Territories of Wisconsin 
and Iowa, was taken up, as in committee of the 
whole. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana moved a substitute for 
the bill, which was read and adopted; and, afier a 
few remarks by Messrs. SMITH of Indiana and 
SEVIER, who were against the whole system of 
leasing these lands, the bill was laid on the table 
till to-morrow. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported a bill for the relief of the West Feliciana 
Railroad Company and the Grand Gulf Railroad 
and Banking Company; which was read, and order- 
ed to a second reading. 

Engrossed bills, entitled An act to regulate the 
pay of pursers and other officers in the navy; and 
An act for the relief of the president, directors, and 
company of the Agricultural Bank of Mississippi, 
were read the third time and passed. 

THE MARINE CORPS. 


The bill for the angmentation and reorganiza- 
tion of the marine corps, was taken up as the wn- 
tinisied business of yesterday, and further consid- 
ered as in committee of the whole; the amend- 
ments of the Committee on Naval Affairs having 
been adopted. 

Mr. ARCHER explained that, since yesterday, 
the Committee on Naval Affairs had bad an inter 
view with the commandaat of the marine corps, 
and had learned from him the occasion of the ir- 
regularity complained o! by the Senator from South 
Carolina (Mr. Catnoun.] It arose out of the fact 
that 100 extra marines were draughted for servicein 
Florida, and 100 more on the exploring expedition; 
creating a necessity for filling their places by fresh 
enli>tments. 

Mr. CALHOUN had no doubt of the facts 
stated; but that was no excuse for the course taken. 
It there was any one thing more dangerous thar 
another in a free Government, it was the enlistment 
of any force not authorized by law. He decried 
any diversion of appropriations by such practices. 
‘The army, and all forces of that kind, should be 
eutire'y subject to the civil power, and strictly con- 
trollable by law. 

Mr. ARCHER regretted the irregularity com- 
plained of, as much as the Senator, He agreed 
that sucha practice ought to be discountenanced 
and prevented in future. 

In reference to the proportion of marines to 
guns afloat, he concurred with the Senator from 
New Hampshire. Tne number of guns author- 
ized by law, tor service, he would cali 950, in round 
numbers. The number of marines authorized is 
1000. Of these, he calculated 950 would be re- 
quired for the navy afloat, 550 for the navy-yards, 

and 150 for receiving ships—matking in all 1,650; 
which he thought the Senate ought to agree to, and 
which would be according to the estimate of the 
Senator from New Hampshire, of cne marine for 

very gun afloat, and sufficient for the guards at 
the navy-yards. 

Mr. A. entered into some details to show that 
no more oflicers were employed than were actually 
required for the service. 

His object was, to prove that the Committee on 
Naval Atiairs had not only not transcended, but 
actua!ly failea shortef, the minimum of the re- 
quirements of the department, in the amendments 
recommended to the Senate. 

A message was here received from the President 
of the United States, which the Chair announced 
lo be an executive message. 

Mr. RIVES, with the concurrence of the Senator 
from Virginia, (Mr. Axcuenr,] moved to suspend 
the proceedings on the bill und-r consideration, with 
a view of procecding to executive business. 

The bili uader deba’e was then postponed, and 
the Senate went into executive session. 

After remainiug for some time in executive ses- 
sion, the Senaie resumed its legislative session, and 
proceeded again with the consideration of the bill 
fer the augmentation of the uarine corps. When 
the reporter entered the gallery, he found the vote 
about to be taken on-an amendment, supposed to 
be to reduce the number of officers proposed in the 
bill: which was adopted. 

The bill was then reported back to the Senaie; 
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and the amendments adopted asin committee of 
the whole were concurred in. 
On the question of ordering the bill to a third read- 


ing, 

Me. BUCHANAN called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. CONRAD said that they had been occu- 
pied all the session on plans of retrenchment; but 
this Was a proposition to increase, instead of to re- 
trench, expenses. He was opposed to the biil. 
He believed that there was greater recessity for 
the retention in the service of the second regiment 
of dragoons, than the augmentation of the marine 
corps. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, aficr remarking on the ef- 
forts which had been making this session to econo- 
mize the expenses of Government, said he consid- 
ered this proposition to increase the marine corps 
by adding to it 500 men, 5 captains, and 16 lieuten- 
ants, and a host of nor-comurissioned officers, a 
most extraordinary one. ‘dhe bill which had pass- 
ed through yesierday, (when he was for a moment 
absent.) increasing the expeases of Government 
some 70 ur $80,000 for the pay of the pursers, he 
did not believe there was the least necessity for; 
and was equally extraordinary, considering the 
state of the treasury. If be had been present, he 
would have :ecorded his vote against 1t; and should 
now, so far as he had any influence, exercise it to 
arrest iis passage in the other House. So far as 
respected the bill now before the Senate, he said he 
was opposed to it. He had opposed any increase 
of the marine corps in 1836, when the treasury was 
overflowing; aud he was more oppesed to it now, 
when they had to borrow money (and could not get 


enough by borrowing) to carly on the expenses of 
Government. 


Mr. ARCLIER made some remarks showing 


that the committee had not recommended one-haif 


the inecreave which the department had recom- 
mended, and showed that there was an absolute 
necessity for. 

Mr. CUTHBERT made some remarks in favor 
of striking out the captains. He was in favor of 
giving the number of men absolutely necessary, 
but not an increase of captains. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON made 
against an increase of the ccrps. 

Mr. CHOATE proposed to the chairman [Mr. 
ARCHER] to consent to strike from the bill the cap- 
tains, as suggested by the Senator from Georgia, 
[Mr. Curusert,] who, he believed, was a friend 
to the navy. 

Messrs. CALHOUN and KING expressed a 
willingness to vote for the increase of the corps, so 
far as “the addition of the men went, as it was held 
by the department that they were absoluteiy indis- 
pensable to the service; but they cou'd not sanec- 
tion aa increase of officers. They believed that 
there were sufficient officers to command the corps, 
even if 500 men were added toit. They suggest- 
ed to the chairman of the Naval Commitee the 
propriety of striking from the bill all the officers. 

Mr. ARCHER consented, aud, by unanimous 
consent, ine bill was so amended as to omit any 
increase of commissione:! officers. 

Mr. BUCHANAN then withdrew the call for 
the yeas and nays, as the most exceptionable part 
of the bill had been stricken out. 

The bil! was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


some remarks 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuorspay, August 11, 1842. 
THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE VETO. 


The following g¢ntlemen compose the select 
committee of thirteen to which the President’s 
message, returning, with his objections, the tariff 
bill, has been referred : 

Messrs. Apams of Massachusetts, 

Morrow of Ohio, 

Grancer of New York, 
Truman Smitu of Connecticut, 
Bort: of Virginia, 

Pgarce of Maryland, 

Rayner of North Carolina, 
James Cooper of Pennsylvania, 
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Pads Campse LL of Tennessee, 
Gitmer of Virginia, 

W. W. Inwin of Pennsylvania, 
RocseveEtt ot New York, 

C. J. Incersoty of Pennsylvania. 


RESIGNATIONS IN THE ARMY. 
Mr. C. JOHNSON submitted a resvlut:on, eall- 
ing upon the Secretary ot War to inform the 


Elouse, at the nex! se 
ber of resignations in the army sin 
January, 1835, and the causes of aaah resignations, 
so faras known: and whether any ofiicer has been 
restored to the army, and to what station; giving 
the names of such officers, the dates of their resig- 
nations, the amount of money paid to cach cfficer, 
and at what time, and fer what cause paid, after 
resignation and before such restoration. 

Mr. STANLY objected. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to suspend the 
rules; which was agreed to, Ca 2 division, by a voie 
of 85 to 42. 

Mr. J. moved the previous question on the adop- 
tion of the resolution. 

Mr. STANLY desired to amend the former part 
of the resolution; and he inquired whether it was 
divisible, 

The SPEAKER oe in the negative. 

Mr. ARNOLD sngges’ed to 
Tennessee [Mr. C 
quiry to 1854 

ir. CAVE JOHNSON accepted the modifica- 
tion. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT snggested an addition to the 
resoluiion, So as to designate whick o! such officers 
had been educaied at West Point Academy. 

Mr. CAVE JOLNSON accepted the amend- 
ment. 

fhe question was then taken on the mot on for 
the previous question; which was sustained by the 
House, and the resolution was adopted. 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT BILL. 


Mr. BARNARD moved that the House take up, 
on its third reading, the bijl toamend the act enti- 
ted ‘‘An act supplementary to the act entitled an 
act to amend the judicial system of the United 
States.” 

The Clerk read the bill a third 
qu sion came up on its pas sage. 

Mr. JONES cf Virginia said he had an amend- 
ment which he wished to submit to the bi!l; and for 
that purpose he moved tor: commitit, with instruc- 
tions to amend the bill as tollows: 


That, hereafter, the eastern and western districts of Pennsyl- 
vania, and the district of Michigan, shall constitute the third 
circuit; 

The districts of Marylaad, 


of Congress, of the num- 
‘e ihe Ist of 


the gentleman from 
ed) HNSON] to extend the in- 


time, and the 


Delaware, and New Jersey shall 


constitute e the fourth circuit; 

The districts of Virginia, North Carolina, and South Caro- 
lina shall constitute the fifth circuit; 

The districts of Georgia and Alabama shall constitute the 
sixth cireult; 

The districis of Ohio, Indiana, Iiinois, and Missouri shall 
constitute the seventh circuit; 

The districts of Kentucky, East and W Tennessee, and 
Arkansas shall constitute the eighth circuit; and 

‘Vhe easter: district of Louisiana and the district of Missis 
sippi epeineagt itute the ninth circu 

He said he woul! remark to the House that bis 


object was to avoid what appeared to bim to be the 
greatest posible injustice to the State which he had 
the honor in part to represent, and to one of the 
judges of their circuit courts. The object which it 
was desirable to accomplish, he believed weuld be 
accomplish« d by hisamendment. The advantages 
of the judicial system would be exteaded to every 
part of the Union, and the labor would be equita- 
bly distributed amongst the judges ; and in the ast 
place, as far as was practicabie, they would con- 
sult the convenience of those on v hom those duties 
would fall. He was aware that gentlemen who 
had not turned their a‘iention to this subject would 
not be able to act unde:standingly, and to pass up- 
oa the amendment which he had deemed it his duty 
this morning to present, without some time for ccn- 
sideration. THfe had, therefore, thought it better 
that the whole subject should be recommitted, 
whereby an opportuuity would be afforded to ihose 
who felt au interest in the subject to dircci their at- 
tention to it, and to judge of the advaniages of the 
scheme which he now proposed. It would be seen 
that it did injustice to the judge of one circuit; and 
he proposed so to amend, asin the first place to 


aes 








add to the 4th judicial circuit the State of New 
Jersey, in the place of the State of Virginia, as the 
present bi!l proposes. The present bill proposes en- 
tiiely to abolish the 5th judicial circuit of Virginia 
and North Carolina—a circuit, too, which, upon an 
ex. mination, wou!d be found to be the third, in point 
of business, in the Union. The business cf that 
circuit, according to a report of 1838-39, caused a 
heavier dociret than any other circuit in the United 
states, save two. It would be found, too, that the 
population of that circuit, which this bill proposed 


t» abolish, was lit’e short of 2.600.000 per- 
sons. And it was a circuit, too, highiy come 
mercial, aad skirting many hundred miles of 


seaboard, which gave rise to man 
miralty cases. Tnere was no one element which 
constituted a circuit, which the circuit which this bill 
proposes to abolish did not possess = 1a degree as 
great as any other, save two. If poputation were 
a necessary element, that vircult foe a population 
little short of two millions; if business were a 
necessary ingredient, that circuit was the third in 
the Union; if several hundred miles of seaboard, 
giving rise to admiralty cases, were an ingredient, 
then this circuit bad that necessary ingredient; and 
there Was no ingredi: nt which applied to any other, 


y hundred ad- 


tiat did wot apply to this in a greater degree than 
any other, save two, as he was prepared to show 
by the petition of the judge on who se application 


this subject has been brought before 
of the United Siates. It was proposed then to 
abolish the Sfth judicial circuit, and to create a 
circuit e-ght hundred miles froia the place where 
the fifth ciresit now exists; and the consequence 
would be, that the judge now residing in that fifth 
circuit must be transferred from that circuit, which 
it was proposed to abolish, to that which it was 
proposed to create, at the sacrifice of ali the social 
ties which bind him, and which have been going 
on throngh lhfe—and a transfer from a climate 
which they knew to be salnbrions, to the pestilen- 
tial atmosphere of New Orleans and Mobile; pre- 
senting the aiternative of great risk or resignation, 
which he hoped was not the object of any gen- 
tleman. He could not believe that such motives 
influenced any gentleman of that body; he would 
not suppose it, because it would be to suppose 
that gentiemen were aiming a deadly blow at the 
independence of the judiciary itself. He could 
not therefore believe it. But such would be the con- 
sequences; and if those consequences could be 
avoided by an equalization of the duties among the 
judges, which the law devolved upon them, he be- 
lieved it to be their duty so to equalize the duties 
amongst those whose duties they were consulting, 
and at the same time, as far as practicable, the con- 
venience of these judges upon whom the law had 
cast those duties. 


the Congress 


He had already presented to the Houze the con- 
sequences which were to result from the passage 
of this bill; and the question naturally presented 
itself to their consideration, whether those conse- 
quences might not be averted. He hal shown 
that ihe circuit was large in territorial extent; that 
it was large in population, and in its business He 
had endeavored, also, to point out to the House 
the result to the individual whose business it was 
to perform those duties; and now, if by any ar- 
rangement of the circuit, they could accomplish 
the objects a d, without subjecting any portion 
of the country, or the judges, to inconvenience, it 
was ‘eae that such an object shonid be ac- 
complished. His amendment, if adopted, would 
add New Jersey tothe 4th circuit, instead of Vir- 
ginia, as the hill now proposed to place it; and to 
that amendment he should suppose there would be 
no objection. That arrangement would be more 
conveniént, and the labor to the judges would be 
less. 

He proposed, in the next place, that the eastern 
and western districts o! f Penns; Ivania, and the dis- 
trict of Michigan, so u'd be the 3d circuit, instead 
of including New Jersey in that circuit; which 
would cause but little, if any, additional duties. 


He proposed that the Sth circuit should be South 
Carolina, North Carolina, and Virginia—thus add- 
ing South Carolina to the Sth circuit, and adding, 
the duties which 
To this, hows 


of course, very considerably to 
the jadge would have to perform. 
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ever, he (the judge) could notobject. It was pro 
posed that Georgia and Alabama should be ihe 
6th circuit—ihus giving to Jadge Wayne Alabama 
in the place of South Carolina. The Tih circuithe 
proposed should be Ohio, Indiana, [llincis, and 
Missouri. The House would ob-erve that Mis- 
sour was added in the place o’ Michigan; and he 
was sure this arrangement would meei the appro- 
bation of the judge. ‘The 8:h district he proposed 
should consist of Kentucky, eastern and western 
Tennessee, and Arkansas. Thus, Arkansas would 
be added to the 8th circuit, and Missouri taken 
from it. The only remaining district, then, would 
be the 9th, which he propused should be composed 
of Lovisiana and Mississippi—takiug from the 
judge Alabama and Arkansas, and leavivg to him 
but two States. To the proposition whicu he had 
tnus made, he had heard no objection; and be now 
submitted it to the consideration of the Heuse. It 
must be obvious to all, that ih's arrangement wonld 
lessen the duties of the Bh eircuit, by distributing 
them among the oiher judges; and he was not 
aware that he could propose any change in a shape 
more desirable. 

Mr. BARNARD said the objec! tnis bill was 
very simple; whereas the object of the amendment 
of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Jones] was 
complicated. The necessity had arisen for some 
parual re-organization of the circuit's of the Unite 
Siates, in cons. quence of the great increase of the 
business in the extreme southernmo:t district of 
the Union, where it bad been ivund imapussible 
that the judge assigned to that judic; circuit 
could perform iisdvves. It was physically impos- 
sible that the duties of that district could be per- 
formed by any one judge. There had been a fail- 
ure of justice; and it became ihe Congress of the 
United States to apply a remedy. This bill had 
been proposed fur the purpore of remedying that 
evil. In order to do that, without an inercase otf 
the number of judges of the United Staies, (which 
would itself be an evil, but less than the 
existing evils,) the remedy that was absojutely ne- 
cessary was, to some extent, a re-organization of 
the circuits, which this bill proposed to do In 
order to accomplish this, it was Pecessary to begin 
a little to the north—even as far as the 4th cir- 
cuit; the judge of which (the Chicf Jusiice) had 
only the States of Delaware and Maryland, and it 
was the lighiestcircuit in the Unite i States. It was 
proposed, without injastice to the judge to whom 
that circuit might be assigned uader the provisicns 
of this bill, to add to it the State of Virginie; ar 
certainly there could be no otjection to that asa 
public measure. It was certain the Chief Justice 
did not object, nor would he if he retained that 
circuit. Taking Virginia away, then, from the 5th 
circuit, it would leave only North Carolina te that 
circuit; and the question arose, whet was to be done 
with ii? The gentleman from Virg.nia said the 
circuit was aboushed; but surely the gentleman did 
not mean that any portion of the Uniied State: — 
certainly not that portion of the 5th circnit—was 
feft out of the judicial system. No; bat it was pre- 
posed to make the Sih circuit to consist of two 
States different from these of which 
consisted; and certaiuly, as a Measure cf justice, no 
one ought to cbject to that. Tbe jemaining Siale 
of the 5:h circuit, as formerly constitvted, was, by 
this bill, to be added to the 6: circuit—adding 
thereby no improper burden to the judge to whom 
it was assigned. Those were the alterations pro- 
posed io be made by this bill; they were exceeding- 
ly simpie, aod they accomplished ‘he object in view, 
which was to extend the judicia! system to every 
part of the Union. The bill also proposed ihat the 
judges should adopt amongst themseives the new 
circuits, at their i whem the 5th 
cireuit should fall was to be decided by them- 
selves. Undoubtedly it would be contesied be- 
tween the judge wio now resided in it, and the judge 
of the Gheircuit The House well knew that the 
judge last appoinied resided in the State of Virginia, 
and it misht be necessary to move him to Aia- 
bama or Louisiana; and was this considered any 
hardship on any particular judge? or ought they 
to legislate for the convenience of any particular 
judge, when the jadicial system was being extend- 
ed to all the people of the United States? He (Mr. 
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B.) apprehenced i it were not to Consult the con 
venience of this judge, now residing in Virginia, 
they would never have heard of this amendment 
and compi'aint. 

He appealed to the Hovse to say whether an 
amendment which would incur so much inconve- 
nience and injustice should be adopted. 

Mr. J. W. JONES said he would atk the gen- 
tlei;an from New York [Mr. Barnarp] to show 
how anjyb d jared, or any circuits 

ly arranged, by the amendment he had 
there was hardship anywhere, he wished 
ihe gen to show how it cperated. 

Mr. BARNAR#) objected to the question. It 
Was an improper mode of proceeding. In turn, Fe 
would submit it to the gentleman from Virginia, 
whether the object of his amendment was not to 
promote the personal convenience of the respected 
judge cf the 5h circuit, who now resided in Vir- 
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ginia? Would these emendments have ever been 
introduced, but for the fact that this bill wou!d 
make i! necessary for that judge cither to change 
his res'denee or resign his station? 
Mr. J. W. JONES ssid that, apart from that con- 
sideration, avs a Representative from Virginia he 
shouldhave felt it his duty to have offered it. If the 
gentlem:n would call to mind what he said, ine 
would find that he declared that the first object to be 
ugh’ after, in passing a Judiciary bill, was to ex- 
lend the benefits of our system to all parts of the 
Union; seeoacly, to distribuie the duties to be per- 
formed equa'tly ameng those calied on to perform 
them; and, thardl he last aud least eonsideration,) 
to acrommoadate , nuch as prec'icable the con- 
venience of the jude He thought all these ob- 


jects would be accomplished by his amendments. 
tie woul! again ask the gentiemanif they would 
do harm to anybody? Show hin acasein which 
the bill, ii amended, ar he had proposed, wouid 
operate inconveniently or unjastly,and he would 
sal'sfy the gentleman to the con'ra‘y. 

Mr. BARNARD caid he might ask the gentle- 
man from Virginia if the arrangement proposed 
in the bill would do injury to any portion of the 
people of the Untied States? Would not this bill 
meet the objects for which the judiciary was estab- 
lished? Andif'so, why di 
Virginia come here with his amendmen’-? Did 
any complaint exist in any other circuit, except 
th se proposed to be remodcled?) He (Mr. B.) 
was opposed to the amendments. He was opposed 
to sending tae vull again to the commitice, after it 
had beea examined—atter it had passed the Sen- 
ate; and that, too, at this late peried of the session. 
in order to bring the House to a direct vole upon 
the bill, he would do what the House would bear 
him wiiness he was not 2eeestomed to do; and ihat 
was, to move the previcus qu 
sustained the cail tor 


{tne gentleman from 


mn 


The Houce revious 
question; and the main question having been order- 
ed to be w put— 

Mr. J. W.JGNES asked for the yeas and nays 
on the passege of the bill; whieh were talien, and 
resnited—veas 115, nays 63, as follows: 

YEAS.—Messrs. A ; Sherlock J. Andrew Appleton 
Ay Arrington, Ayer Ba t, Baker, Baroard, Bidlack 
Birdseye, Blair, Boardman. Borden, Bots, Bri M } 
Brown, Jcoremiah Brown, Burnell, Willian O. Butler, 
Cal in, Wi B. Ca bell, Thomas J. Campbe!!, Ca 
ruthers, Casey, ¢ , Childs, Chittenden, John ©. Clark, 


James Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cross, Garrett Da 
vis, Jolin Edwards, I en, Fillmore, A. L. Foster, Gamb 

Geatry, Giddings, Goggin, Patrick GC Goode, Graham, Gran. 
ger, Green, Gwin, Ha ham, Hall, Halsted, Housion, How 


ard, Hudson, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, William 
W. Irwin, James, William Cost Johnson, Join P. Kennedy, 
King, Lane, Li MeKennan, Samson Mason, Mathiwot, Mat. 
tocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Mitch: 1, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, 


Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, Pe eton, Po Proffit, Ramsay, 
Benjamin Raodall, Alexander Randall, Randeiph, Rayner, 
Ridgway, Rodney, William Russ Ju M. Ru Sa 
> , Santord, Sau = rruman Smith, St ys 
Alex er H. H. 5 ie I 1 ferro, Jo} 

b. I mj i rt W. Tt pso ] 1 my I 
linghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triple, I wood, Van Re 
selaer, Wa , Warren, Washington, Fdward D. White. Jo. 
serch L. White, Chi ypher H. Williams, Augustus Young, 
ang John ¥ ing 115 

NAY=.-—-Messrs. Adan \therton, Barton, Beeson, Bowne, 
Boyd, Brews'ei Aal V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, 
Green W. Caldwel!, Patrick C. Callwell, John Campbell, 


Cary, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, Daniel, 
R. D. Davis, Dean, Doan, John ¢ tdwards, Egbert, John G. 
Floyd, William ©. Goode, Gurdon, Harris, Hays, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Houck, Hubard, Huater, Cave Johnson, John W. 
Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Littlefield, Abraham McCle! 
lan, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, 


Alfred Marshall, Mathews, Medill, Miller, Newhard, Plummer, 
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Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Snyder, Steenrod, 
Sweney, Turney, Van Buren, Watterson, Weller, James W. 
Willams, and Wood—68. 


THE VETOED TARIFF BILL. 

Mr. PROFFIT moved to take up the bill which 
was returned from the President, with objections, 
and laid on the table yesterday, for the purpose of 
r-considering the same, accoiding to the constitue 
tional duty of the House. 

Mr. FILLMORE begged that gentlemen would 
wail for the report of the Select Committee on the 
Message 

Mr. PROFFIT said the report would have no 
influence upon him; and he did not wish the House 
to be delayed in its action upon a new tariff bill, 
by waiting for the report of any committee upon 
the mes:age. 

The House refused to take up the bill—ayes 82, 
noes 104. 

On motion of Mr. J. P. KENNEDY, the Com- 
mitiee of the Whole were discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill to regulate the mode 
of measuring the tonnage of vessels. 

Mr. ADAMS moved that the House take up 
he report of the select committee on the reasons 
givea by the President for signing the apportion- 
ment bill; and that the same be referred to thz Com- 
miitee of the Whcle on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CUSUING objected. Thereupon 

Mr. ADAMS moved a suspension of the rules, 
in order toreceive his motion. The House refused 
to suspend—ayes 99, noes 88; not two-thirds. 

On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Hoprxins of Virginia in 
the chair.) 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the committee 
take up House bill No. 80, making appropriations 
for certain fortifications of the United Siates for the 
year 1842 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON asked if there was 
not a bill on the table to refund to Gen. Jackson 
the amount of the fine imposed on him at New 
Orleans by Judge Hall, and moved to take up that 
bill. 

The question was first put on Mr. Fittmone’s 
motion, and carried—ayes 82, noes not counted. 

So the committee took up the bill making ap- 
propriations for certain fortifications of the United 
States tor the year 1842; and the bill having been 
read, the committee proceeded to consider it by 
sections. The Ist section having been passed 
over— 

Mr. GRAHAM said that he was somewhat at 
a loss what motion to make, now that he had got 
the floor. Hiis object was to reject the bill, and he 
believed the best way to allain it was to move to 
strike out the enaciing clause. 

The CHAIR said that the motion was not in 
order in Committee of the Whole, the committee 
being on the second section. If there was no mo- 
tion to amend that section, they would pass on to 
the next. 

Several sections were passed over; aud the 20th 
section was read, making an appropriation of 
$33,000 for Fort Warren, Boston harbor. 

Wir. J. CAMPBELL though: that, in the pres- 
ent condition of the treasury, they ought not to 
make any 2ppropriations for new works, or for the 
extension of ihose already completed; but should 
coufine themselves to appropriating money for ne- 
cessary repairs only. Under the impression that 
the appropriation for Fort Warren was for a new 
work, or for the extension of one already con- 
structed, he would inove to strike it out. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that the appropriation 
was for ihe continuation of a work in progress, 
and was barely suflicient for preventing its going 
to ruin, and the total loss of what bad been already 
expended. He would observe, in advance, to save 
iroable, that the committee had reduced all the ap- 
opriations in this bill far below the estimates of 
the depariment; and the committee had barely dis- 
tributed among the different works money enough 
to preserve the works in progress from dilapidation. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina said that, 
understanding from the chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means [Mr. Fittmore] that the 
only object of the bill was to make such appropria- 
tions as were necessary for the preservation of the 























works, and the materials collected at them, he 
would withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON made some inquiries of 
he chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, the purport of which (as his back was 
turned towards the reporter) was not heard. 

The clause making an appropriation of $7,000 
for the preservation of the site ef Fort Macon, 
Beaufort, North Carolina, $5,000, was next in or- 
der. 

Mr. WASHINGTON moved to amend it, by 
increasing the appropriation to $14,000; and mace 
some observations in support of his amendmen}, 
showing the insufficiency of the sum for the ob- 
ject in view, and the great importance of the work. 

Mr. POPE made a few observations in opposi- 
tion to the amendment, referring to the state of the 
treazury as the reason why such appropriations 
should not be increased. He would be willing to 
make liberal appropriations for all our works of 
defence, if our finances were in a more prosper- 
ous condition. 

At the suggestion of Mr. MALLORY, Mr. 
WASHINGTON consented to waive his amend- 
ment till the other clauses of the bill were gone 
through with. 

Mr. BLACK cffered an amendment, to insert, 
afier the appropriation for Charleston, S. C., an 
appropriation of $60,000 for the furiher prosecu- 
tion of the works of Fort Pulaski, at the mouth of 
the Savannah river. 

Mr. B. said that, by reference to the report of 
the Secretary of War, he saw an estimaie of 
$60,000 for this object for the present year; and, 
by reference to another document, he saw that 
$50,000 was appropriated in the year 1840. He 
understood that the fort was not finished, and that 
the sum he proposed was not more than was abso- 
lutely necessary to finish it. In the present condi- 
tion of the finances of the country, be would be 
willing that the woik dn all ibe fortifications of the 
United Staies should be stopped ; but when he 
saw that the Committee of Ways and Means were 
reporting thousands upon thousands for other 
works upon the seacoast of less importance, he 
did not propose to stand still and see the Savannah 
river passed over. 

This fortification (Mr. B. said) was one of the 
most imporiant in the wholecountry. It protected 
the interior of Georgia, the interior of South Car- 
olina, of North Carolina, and part of Tennessee. 
There was no fortification in the Southern coun- 
try to becompared toit inimportance. Heshould 
be glad to know why the committee had passed 
by the fortifications so important to the region of 
country he came from, while they appropriated so 
liberal'y for other sections of the Union. If the 
state of the treasury was such as to require the 
whole system of fortifications to be stopped, he 
would make no objections ; but he could not be si- 
lent- while the important work he had named was 
alone neglected, 


Mr. STANLY referred to another bill, in which 
there was an appropriation of $50,000 for this 
work. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that there was an appro- 
priation of $50,000 at the extra session for this 
work, which was reported in the docaments from 
the War Department as unexpended. 

Mr. BLACK said that was in December last. 
Did that show that any money was on hand now? 

Mr. FILLMORE said no; the money might bave 
been all expended. 

The CHAIR said that the amendment of the 
gentieman from Georgia was out of order—the ap- 
propriation he proposed being included in anuther 
bill that was pending before the House. 

Mr. WHITE of Louisiana nioved to strike out 
the appropriation of $10,000 for Fort Livingston, 
Barrataria bay. 

Mr. W. then proceeded to give at length his rea- 
sons for the motion—being the insufficiency of the 
sum, which he considered worse than nothing, and 
would be thrown away. Mr. W. spoke of the 
great importance of having this point fortified, 
both for the safety of New Orleans and the vast 
region of country to which the bayous of the Mis- 
sissippi were outlets. If he could not get the sum 





estimated by the War Department—$90,000, which | 
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was barely sufficien'—he wouid rather the $10,000 
should be withheld. 

Mr. PENDLETON expressed the hope that the 
gentleman would not persist in his motion. He did 
notagree with him that an appropriation of $10,000 
would be he would rather see the 
esumate of the War Department adcpted. Mr. 
as in esnclusion, moved to amend the moton of 
the gentleman from Louisiava, by inserting $90,000, 
instead of $10 000. 


useless; though 


He concerred in the sentiment which had been 
expressed, of the necessity to cut dswn appropri- 
ations for works already commenced, and of com- 
mencing uo apprepriations for new works until 
they could see from what source the muney was to 
come; but be concluded to supply the blank with 
$90 000. 

Mr. FILLMORE having made a few observa- 
tions— 

Mr. PENDLETON resumed in explanation. 

Mr. WHITE said that, trom information de- 
rived from the department, be had ascer ained that 
the sum of $90,000 would be required for these 
works, which were for the preservation, continu- 
ance, and repairs of old works; and therefore he 
insisted on his motion. 

Subsequent'y he 
posing $50,000. 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved 
rise, and report the bill. 

Mr. SPR!IGG said he had an amendment, which 
he wished to propose as an additional section, which 
provided that it should be the duty cf the Secretary 
of the Treasury of the United States to report to 
Congress, at the next session, the amount of money 
drawn from the treasury in each year, from the Ist 
of January, 1817, to the Ist of October, 1842, to 
be applied to the consiruction and repair of the va- 
rieus forts of ‘he United States and the Territories 
thereof; distinguivhing between the amount expend- 
ed on the construcuon and in the repair of the 
works. 

He made some explanatory remarks, which 
were not distine:ly heard; and proceeded to com- 
ment on the fact that "many of our light-houses 
were erected on siles which were the property of 
individuals, instead of belonging to the United 
States. He also objected to the attempt to com- 
plete the long Ine of works from Passamaquoddy 
bay to the Sabine river, which were preposed, 
wen the treasury was empty. He was under. 
stood to remark that, if the proposed works were 
completed, they would require 63,000 men to man 
them in time of war, aud a very large number in 
time of peace. Regarding, then, the immense 
amount of money which they would require, and 
ine condition of the country, it was time that they 
should pause, and leara what amount had been 
expended on these fortifications, ascertain their 
character, and satisfy themselves whether it would 
be proper to prosecute those works. 

Mr. FILLMORE intimated that the amendment 
was not in order on this bill, though it might 
gitimately offered, at the 
resolution. 

Afier some discussion, in which Messrs. Mc- 
KAY, MaLLORY, SPRIGG, PROFFIT, HA- 
BERSHAM, UNDERWOOD, and FILLMORE 
took part, tne amendment was negatived, 

Mr. BLACK offered an amendment, asa sup- 
plemental section, to provide an appropriation of 
$60,000 fer Fort Pulaski, on the Savannah river. 
He contended that this amount cught to be appro- 
priated to complete the works which had been be- 
gun, and that that portion of the country should 
have its proportion of the distribu‘ions made by the 
Government. He pcinted out the importance of 
guarding the nieuth of that river, as the key to 
the inland States. 

The amendment was negatived, 

Mr. GRAHAM moved that the committee rise 
and report ihe biil to the House, with the recom- 
mendation that it be rejected. He said he was 
not opposed to a sysiem of fortifications, for he 
believed they were in part necessary to our coun- 
try; butit was utterly impossible to erect them 
along our long line of coast, extending 3,000 miles, 
to protect every creek and river. He was in favor 


modified his motion, by pro- 
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of doing that by a floating fortification—a good 
navy. He had endeavored to sustain the navy, 
and he believed thatit was wise economy; but, at 
a time like the present, he could not vote for this 
bill. 

Mr. HOLMES said he wou)? venture to aszert 
that there was no gentleman here, however e2o- 
nomical he might be, who would not vote for this 
bill, did he comprehend the rea 


ons on whieh it 
wa» founded. He admitted that there was no 


money, and did no}, at present, see that the ability 
of any financier would be great enoxg’ to raise 
revenue adequate to the wants of this nation. He 
believed with the genticman from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Apams ] that a revolution was at hand—not, 
however, aconflictof arms, but of mind—not an 
endeavor to pull down the Government, but a con- 
flict between the Whigs and Democrats as to the 
mode of providing the ways and means for the 
treasury. But this was not the question before the 
commitiee. 





It (said be) you are to exist as a nation, will 
you give up all that renders you safe amd secure 
in your position? ‘The fori fications you have al- 
ready erected have cost $20,000,000. What, then, 
is the question?) Shall you sink these twenty mil- 
lions into the ocean, from which you have built 
your forts, rather than expend a qnar'ter of a mil- 
lon to preveat them from going to dilapidation? 
Pass over this bill—put it «s'de—and what will be 
the resuli?. To save $243,009, you will lose mil- 
lions. This confederacy either is or is not to be 
preserved. If it is to be presarved, then you 
should preserve that which will contribute to ren- 
der it permanent as one grand empire. 


He deprecated the policy pursued by the Demo- 
cratic Administration—of stopping the appropria- 
tions for fortifications, The consequence of such 
neglect was, that they went to decay, and, in the 
end, required more to rebuild and repair them than 
it wouid have cost to make timely repairs. He 
instanced te case cf a vessel which belonged to 
the Government, and was sold for want of an ap- 
propriation to keep itup. The vessel cost four or 
five thousand doilars. He (Mr. H ) bought it for 
$1,000; and, after using it for some time, sold it for 
$200. The buyer again sold it, then a wreck, to 
the Government, for $1,000. 

Mr. MALLORY said he would not diseuss the 
merits of fortifications; they had become the settled 
policy of the Government. He advocated the ap- 
propriations coutained in this bill, in order to insure 
the completion of works already begun. He men- 
tioned a number of instances where the refusal of 
Congress to make appropriations for fortifications 
had produced dilapidation and decay, creating the 
necessity for extensive repairs. Although he had 
voted against the (so called) revenue bill, and was 
in favor oi inese appropriations, yet he considered 
himself entirely consistent, and was ready to vote 
for a bill that would give proper revenre for carry- 
ing on these works, and defraying all the expendi- 
tures of the Government. 

Mr. HABERSHAM made a few remarks not 
distine'ly heard, but understood to be in defence of 
the appropriation for Fort Pulaski, on Savannah 
river, 

Mr. M. A. COOPER opposed the bill. He con- 
sidered it a violation of every principle of econo- 
my, and as proposing to expend money when we 
had none in the treasury. Moreover, there was no 
obligation to expend the money, as there was in the 
case of the army and navy, towards which Jarge 
sums were appropriated. The system of making 
soch large appropriations to fortifications bad too 
long existed, and he thought it high time it was are 
rested. 

Mr. CUSHING advocated the propriety of the 
bill. He replied for some time io the remarks of 
his colleague [Mr. Apams] in relation to ** revolus 
tion” and an “ appeal to the God of battles;” and 
also to the remarks of his colleague in relation to 
the powers said to be assumed by the Executive. 
He denied having ever said that the Executive was 
a ** co-ordinate branch of the Legislature.” 

Mr. ADAMS briefly replied, ccntending that the 
speech of his colleague was metaphysical and hair 
splitting 
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Mr. POPE oppored the passage of the bili at 
this time. Adveriing to the exhausted condition 
of the treasury, he to. k occasion to disciaim ut- 
terly all agreement in tke fears professed by some 
genilemen as toa disruption of the Government! 
He was not in the Jeast alarmed on that subject; 
nor should he be at half a cozen more vetoes. 
There was a higher power in the state than either 
Congress or the President; and that was 


the people. 


To them the appeal lay in the jast resort. He 
was for the course a’opted by Queen Victor! 

who, when she found she could Lot get long wih 
her mini-try and their majority, @issulved Parlia- 


mect, aud appeaied to the people. We must do 
the same. The sicrling good sense and integrity 
of the people, and the sovereignty of their expressed 
will, would soon prove themselves paramount to 
both veto and ditto. [A laugh.] Mr P. was pre- 
pared to meet the Executive on such an appeal ; 
but he had no idea that this Government was to 
be dissolved by little squabbl.s between a part of 
this House and the corpora.’s guard, 

Mr. P. here ieferre.! to hic own experience when 
Governor of Arkanses, when it h 
duty to veto the doings of the Ls 
different instances, (and really thought he 
wrote a good ceal better mes them, thaa 
Captain Tyler’s,)—[a !avgh]—and the Legislature, 
though strung against him, had failed by one vote 
to get % majority of two-thirds for their bill. No 
appeal had been made on that occasicn io “the 
God of baitles.” [A laugh] The appeal was 
made to the people; and, nexi year, two-thirds of 
the Legislature sustained the veio of the Governor. 
The people soon put things all right, and so they 
would do again. 

The same thing had virtual!y happened in Ken- 
tucky. Ina season of public disiress, the Logisla- 
ture passed certain relief laws; they passed both 
branches, and were approved by the Governor; but 
the Jodiciary pronounced them unconstitutional, 
and puta judicial ve'o on ihe whole proceeding. 
An effort was then made to break the judges, but 
itfailed. A newcourt was then appointed, who 
gave an opposite decision; an’ then came the fight 
between the new and the old court parties. The 
appeal was not to the God of , (though in 
that cave it was ouce very near coming to that,) 
but to the people; and in the end the veto party 
were triumphbanl, the constitutions! court was re- 
stored, and plaetd again on a firm {oundation, 
where it had stood firmly ever since 

Mr. P. scouted the idea of any appeal but a 
peaceful appeal to the judgment of the people of 
the Uniied States. He here publicly proclaimed 
that he would enter into nu caucus arrangements 
or caucus pledges: he went for passing a bill io 
sustain the credit of the Government. [Cries of 
“Right; that’s it.” 

A North Carelina Whig (Mr. Wasntxcror] 
and a Souti Carcolina Democrat [Sir. H 
had talked about a niggard!y economy in resisii 
the appropriations in the b But be had a word 
for them, and pa:ticulatly his friend trom Ae- 
comac, (Mr. Wise.] who professed to be a Jef- 
fersonian Democrat. Mr. P. here referred to the 
course of Mr. Jefferson’s policy, as directed, in an 
eminent manner, to retrenchment and public econ- 
omy. He had repealed the iniernai taxes, reduced 
the army.and navy, end brought down the ex- 
penditures of the Government to a little over 
$15,000 000, and had made provision for paying a 
part of the public debt. This was Jefiersonian econ- 
omy. He commended this example (on which he 
seemed to dwell witha fond remembrance) to the at- 
tention of his friend from Accomac; he called him 
histriend, because he had fallen in love with him the 
first time he had eves neard nim speak, for he made 
a noble speech for a nationai bauk, and very highly 
eulog:zed Alexander Hamiitoa, {foud merriment,} 
and he had a kindly feeling for him still. He 
hoped he would yet come back, and show himeelt 
a little nearer to the true Jeifersonian Democratic 
school. To this all must come back. 

Mr. P. again adverted to the times from 1801 
to 1833, aud to our naval successes against the 
pirates and the Barbary powers. The danger of 
war had been ten times as great then as now, yet 
the army and navy had both beenreduced. Mr. 
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P. disclaimed riding the ho by of 
economy. This he had never done, but was fora 
just economy in the Government. 

Mr. P. at length got upon the bill before the 
committee, in regard to which be was underzsioo4 
lo aigue, as there was no present danger of a for- 
eigo war, we could afford, in the present exhausted 
state of the treasury, to postpone any appropria- 
tion for iortificatious toa fature session. li was 
folly to gu tou borrow money for works that could 
as well be postponed to a more favorab'e season. 
He s« to think that much of what was said 
in favor of the severai works prompte: main- 
ly b to get a litie Government money 
speni in g ’sown districts. All this was 
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very naiurai, and he did 
would not run away; and as to the touls, and all 
thai, some way could be found to keep them trom 
rolung or rusting away. The gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Fittmore] had a very persuasive 
Way Wiib him; he told the committce of conversa- 
tions he hud bad wi:chthe beads of bureaus, and 
how much more they had asked for than the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means had granied. Yes, be 
supposed they made ita rule alwajsio be sure to 
ask enough, and thought themselves pretty 
to gel They like the 
horse-deaiers, who a . for a 
they hoped to get $100 for. [A laush.] 

Bat Mr. P. should vote for 
nor the hall. 

Mr. P. adverted also to the s'range idea that 
seemed to posyess the President, that every man 
who would not vole for every appropriation was 
actuated by personal hestility to him; ciscia.ming 
all such fee'ing, and claiming to act tor the coun- 
uy alone. He noticed the arrogavt assumption 
of our great cities to dictate in public measures : 
they were but drops in the bucket, and 
overrated their own lafluence. 

Mr. P. deprecated the evils growing out of a 
ereai extension vi ihe navy, which was 
involve us in foreign controversies, and 
us, sooner or later, with all the nations vi 
world. He thought it better*to leave thom to cet- 
tle the balance of power in the Old World, while 


one-halt. were Kentucky 
i that 


ts .) i 1 - 
dead § 0 horse 


neither the whole 


ically 
e J 


: 
HNavie to 
smhrnil 
embrei!] 


the 


we attended to our own concerns. But there were 
some gentiemen who were ior going the great 


fieure inour navy and army toc: they seemed tired 
of the pluinness and economy of a Republican 
Governmen', and to long after the pomps and 
epleadours Of & monarchy; Dut he hoped our repub- 
lican piainness would long be preserved, anc that 
we should be governed more by prudence than by 
a vain ambition. 

Mr. ARNOLD insisted that gentlemen had the 
cart before tbe horse. Instead of taking up this 
bill to appropr'ate $200,000, whea there was not 
a dollarin the (reascry, nor any hkely te come 
there, (ace the mmformation he got trom 
al! quarters,) they ouzht to have taken up the bill 
he had proposed to them for the saving of $2 .000,- 


re gy to 


O00 :s the expendiiurcs of the Government. He 
regretted thal its consiceration should have been 
et aside by the tion of one of the peculiar 


friends of the President. 

Mr. A. referred to his oft-repeated efforts to get 
up the bill, while others, appropriating millions of 
ihe public money, were suffered to take iis place. 
He adveited to the secrn and ridicule with which 
he had been treated, both in and out of the House, 
for his course in proposing a retrenchment of sala- 
ries, while, as suon as he could get an cpportunity 
of recording the yeas and nays, a large majority 
instantly appeared in favor of the bill. He would 
say to gentlemen, that though they could now 
skulk, the nation would mark it. Such a course 
would be a foul stain upon the national character. 
Men would record their names by yeas and nays 
as in favor of the bill, and, the moment they could 
escape from this open responsibility, would resist 
every effort to get itup. You are hypocrites, ex- 
claimed Mr. A.—vile hypocrites ! 

{Here he was called to order from a!l quarters, 
and the Cuarr said such language could not be 
permitied } 

Mr. A. said he had pointed to no one in particu- 
lar; but what was not allowed to be said here, 
would be spoken freely among the people, and 
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would come back to some gentlemen in tones of 
thunder. Mr. A. said that, until they would con- 
sent to take up and act upon this retrenchment bill, 
he shonid stop voting for any further appropria- 
tions. He did not pretend to be in the arcana of 
either party; he fought upon his own hook. 

[A voice: ‘*Youdon’t make much headway, Ar- 
NOLD.”’] 

That was true, as regarded this House; but he 
had succeeded in getting up the subject; the ques- 
tion was before the people; and if the people did 
not send up men pledged to carry the measure into 
full effect, he was most egregiously mistaken, 

As to the siate of the treasury, the Whigs could 
do nothing for ii, nor could the Democrats. Sup- 
posing they sheuld now siop, and pass <nother bill 
—such a bill precively as the President might in- 
create, and promise to approve, (as he had in the 
case of the second Bank bill)—what assurance 
could the House have that be would not veto it? 
No assurances from that quarter could any further 
be relied upon. Nothing would suit bim, that a 
majority of this House could send. Then they 
had only to leave the Government a barren waste, 
and the couatry in inereasing embarrassments. No 
other course was left to them. He rather thought, 
after such an experiment, the next Congress would 
find matters somewhat less stubborn; and would 
not, like this, meet the veto at every turn. 

[A voice: “How de you know he wont veto 
your bili?*} 

Mr. A. said it was like enough he might. Ve- 
toes were becoming fashionable; but he would 
rather have it openly murdered by a veto, than si- 
lently smothered in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, afer listening anxiously for 
some good argument in favor of passing this bill, 
bad heard but one w! ich had any weight; and that 
was, that large sums had already been spent on 
these fortifications. This was ah argument which did 
not satisfy him. He asked any gentleman to show 
him the real benefit we had received in return for 
the twenty millions thus far expended upon them. 
None entertained the apprehension that our soil 
would be invaded by any foreign foe; none would 
dare to make that attempt again. But if they did, 
forts would not keep them out. These works might 
he useful in defending our great naval depots, but 
elsewhere of what valze were they? He here re- 
ferred to the exposed coast of the north of Ohio, in 
which there was not a single fortification; and Hea- 
ven forbid this Government sh uld ever be asked 
by any Representative from that State to erect one! 
Mr. G. referred to the vast amount of property 
constaniy afloat in the commerce on our great 
lakes, and the refusal of Congress to appropriate a 
doilar for its preservation, or even that of the lives 
of our ke sailors. 


Mr. “. had voted larvely for forts on the sea- 
board, but if bis constituents would forgive him for 
that one offence, he never would be guilty of the 
like again. It might be said he was actuated by 
sectional feeling; and if he were, the only way to 
keep down sectional jealousies was by doing sec- 

nal justice. He hoped the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means would duly weigh 
these considerations. [A voice: “‘He has got no 
scales.” * Question! question !”] 

Mr. FILLMORE said that if the committee 
would now conseni to report the bill, with or with- 
out a recommendation that it be rejected, the 
Honse could act upon it without delay, and then 
proceed to other business. He was bound to say 
that he had himvelf great doubts as to the propriety 
of now passing it; and if something was not done 
tor ihe relief of the treasury, other than a resort to 
loans, he should be compelled to vote against the 

il, He rever would consent to appropriate 
money for fortifcations, which must be borrowed, 
at a great discount, on 6 per cent. Government 
stock. 

As to the remarks of the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Gippinas ] the world must exonerate Mr. F. 
from ail imputation of selfishness in introducing 
this bill; it c ntained not one dellar for any West- 
ern work whatever. The committee had reported 
the bill, originally, in the hope that, before it re- 
ceived its final action, some means would be pro- 
vided for furnishing the funds, That hope was 


